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CELEBRATE ARMSTRONG
On Thursday, Oct. 21, Georgia Southern
hosted "Celebrate Together" on the Armstrong
Campus.
“This event is a great way for us to celebrate
our history in Savannah and our connection
to the Savannah community,” said University
President Kyle Marrero.
The event featured a festival of departmental
and student organizations, as well as a
mechanical bull, rock wall, archery tag,
dance team performance and live DJ to bring
together students, faculty, staff, alumni and the
community at large.
The event also featured a dunk tank, into
which President Marrero found himself
dropping several times throughout the day.
Photos by Jonathan Chick

UP FRONT

STATESBORO: A GREAT PLACE TO RETIRE ON A FIXED INCOME
If you’re considering an enjoyable place to retire, Statesboro could be an option. GoBankingRates.com compiled a list of the best places to retire
in every state and it ranked Statesboro as the best city in Georgia to live on a fixed income. Georgia Southern alumni can enjoy Eagle football,
the University Museum, the Botanic Garden, the Planetarium, Center for Wildlife Education and other great city attractions.

GEORGIA SOUTHERN
UNIVERSITY MUSEUM
REOPENS
After almost three years of major architectural
renovations, the Georgia Southern University Museum
on the Statesboro Campus reopened to the public on
Oct. 10.
“It has been a long project, but well worth the journey,”
said Georgia Southern Museum Director Brent Tharp,
Ph.D. “The upgraded facility and newly designed galleries
represent a new era for the museum. Visitors will still
find old friends, like the mosasaur, but exhibited in new,
more exciting ways, and will make new discoveries with
never-before-exhibited artifacts in expanded permanent
exhibits preserving the area’s culture. We are really
excited to be back open to the public.”
Located on the Statesboro Campus’ Sweetheart
Circle in the Rosenwald Building, the Georgia Southern
Museum is open weekly, Tuesday through Friday, 9 a.m.
– 5 p.m., and Sunday, 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. It is closed Monday,
Saturday and on University holidays.
Admission to the museum is $4 per person. Children
3 years of age and younger, museum members and
Georgia Southern students receive free admission.
4
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POP-UP CLINIC OFFERS
FREE DENTAL CARE
People in the Savannah area were provided with free dental services at a
pop-up clinic courtesy of the Chatham County Safety Net Planning Council.
Dr. Randall Ford, a doctoral student in the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public
Health, chaired the committee that selected and hosted Remote Area
Medical as the two organizations held a clinic at the Garden City Recreation
Center. Remote Area Medical is a nonprofit with a mission to provide free
quality health care to people in need. Ford, who is also a dentist, said he had
worked with the organization before, and his committee believed it would
be a good fit for the Chatham community. Several faculty and staff members
from the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health, Waters College of Health
Professions, Parker College of Business and Savannah Technical College
along with dozens of students from the colleges participated in making the
event a success. The weekend pop-up clinic exceeded expectations.
“In two days, we served 174 patients and delivered over $77,000 worth
of free dentistry services,” Ford said. He added patients were grateful, and
he’s hopeful they can offer the free event again next year. A team of medical
volunteers provided such services as cleanings, fillings and extractions. The
volunteers were dentists, oral surgeons, dental hygienists, assistants, and
non-dental personnel. Ford also thanked Reginald Lee, executive director
of the Planning Council, saying “we couldn’t have done this for Chatham
County without the leadership that Mr. Lee provided.”

SAVANNAH IS ONE OF THE WORLD’S GREATEST PLACES
Savannah, home of Georgia Southern University’s Armstrong Campus, is a must-see destination. The Hostess City of the South made TIME
magazine’s third annual list of the World’s Greatest Places. The list features 100 extraordinary travel destinations around the world. Savannah, the
only city in Georgia to make the list, is highlighted for preserving and revitalizing its historic waterfront.
Joseph Marinelli, president of Visit Savannah, called the recognition incredible. "With readers all over the globe, this kind of exposure for our
community is unmatched and truly puts Savannah at the forefront of the greatest visitor destinations in the world," Marinelli said in a news release.

G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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STUDENT ENTREPRENEURS
PITCH PRODUCTS AT
MARKET ON MAIN
Members of Square One, a Georgia Southern University
entrepreneurship club, hosted its first-ever makers market
on East Main Street in downtown Statesboro. The Market
on Main gave student entrepreneurs, creators and artists an
opportunity to showcase their products, goods and services.
Booths for the 30 student businesses featured a variety of
products – everything from clothes and food to homemade
soaps, crystals, stickers and macramé items. Benjamin
Youngstrom, a senior business management major from
Roswell, Georgia, is president of Square One.
“The technical skills of entrepreneurship can be taught,” he
said. “We wanted to bring out all these aspiring entrepreneurs
and give them an opportunity to sell and promote in person in a
way they haven't before. Square One's goal is to provide the tools
and knowledge needed to help grow these students and help
them build a business. This was by far the best way to show them
what we're about and begin pulling them into Square One where
we can help them grow more.”
About 30 student businesses were represented at the young
entrepreneurs’ showcase and members of the Statesboro
community were invited to show their support for the hardworking students. Youngstrom said turnout wasn’t as big as he
hoped, but added, “It wasn't a bad start. It was just the beginning.”
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Engineering and Research building

GEORGIA SOUTHERN EARNS
GREEN BUILDING AWARDS
The Office of Facilities Planning, Design and Construction earned multiple
Georgia Peach Green Building Awards at the 2021 Georgia Association of
State Facilities Administrators (GASFA) Conference. The office earned the
top state honors for the construction of several new buildings, including the
Interdisciplinary Academic Building. The multipurpose, multistoried building
with flexible space is equipped with state-of-the-art classroom technology
and houses a variety of departments including fashion merchandising and
apparel design as well as history and foreign languages.
The remodeling of the University Police Department facility also earned
a Peach Award and the Engineering and Research building received the
recognition as well. The sleek, 135,000-square-foot structure consists of
21 cutting-edge instructional research labs, 25 academic learning spaces,
configurable labs and a renewable energy rooftop lab.
“The awards underscore the University’s commitment to sustainable
practices in design and construction and speak to the hard work and
dedication of the staff of the Division of Facilities Services, and in particular
our staff within the Office of Facilities Planning, Design and Construction,”
said Kathryn Twining, associate vice president for facilities.
The purpose of the Georgia Peach Program is to rate and recognize
buildings owned or managed by the state that optimize energy performance,
increase the demand for materials and furnishings produced in Georgia,
improve the environmental quality in the state, conserve energy, protect the
state’s natural resources and reduce the burden on the state’s water supply.

ALUMNA IS TOP
GEORGIA TEACHER
Cherie Dennis, a teacher for the Savannah Chatham County
Public School System, is Georgia’s 2022 Teacher of the Year.
She teaches English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
at Hesse K-8 School in Savannah. The educator of 12 years
earned a Master of Arts in Teaching from Armstrong. For the
next year, Dennis will be a voice for Georgia teachers. She
will travel the state and the U.S., serving as an ambassador
for the teaching profession. She will also represent Georgia
as a nominee for National Teacher of the Year.
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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NEW SAVANNAH MUSEUM DISPLAYS
THAT GREAT GRETSCH SOUND!
A new Georgia Southern museum helps to
tell the story of one of the music industry’s
most influential and innovative family-owned
instrument manufacturers. The spectacular
new museum displays musical instruments
and memorabilia highlighting more than 135
years of world-famous Gretsch instruments
at the District Live lobby and performance
space, Savannah’s newest music venue.
That Great Gretsch Sound! museum came
to life at a public ribbon-cutting event Nov.
18, as part of the grand opening of Plant
Riverside District – Savannah’s Entertainment
District on the Savannah River.
The celebration included the Southern
Pride Marching Band, live performances by
ensembles from the Fred and Dinah Gretsch
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School of Music at Georgia Southern and an
appearance by Freedom, the University’s live
bald eagle mascot. Guests also included Billy
Gibbons of ZZ Top, former Guns ‘n Roses
guitarist Gilby Clarke and former RATT
guitarist Warren DeMartini.
Georgia Southern has catalogued
and displayed many of Gretsch’s storied
instruments — a collection estimated to be
valued in the millions — that tell a compelling
story of musical history from American jazz to
English-born rock to popular modern worship
bands in Australia.
The exhibit space highlights some of the
most popular and unique pieces of Gretsch’s
historic catalog. The museum lobby features
some of the most iconic instruments the

company has produced, including the
White Falcon™, the Chet Atkins® Country
Gentleman®, a Brian Setzer Signature G6120
and a vintage 1963 Jet™ Firebird popularized
by AC/DC’s Malcolm Young.
In addition the museum displays original
videos that highlight Gretsch history,
instrument production, the worldwide
community of past and present Gretsch
artists from Chet Atkins and George Harrison
to Phil Collins, and the Gretsch family’s
storied commitment to music education.
This new museum is a fitting honor to the
Gretsch family’s enduring musical legacy. Visit
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/gretsch-museum for
more information.

TRUE BLUE
SPOTLIGHT

From Left to Right: Wilson Calhoun, Dillon Calhoun, Christian Scott

GEORGIA SOUTHERN STUDENTS
TACKLE POPULAR HIKING TRAIL
Georgia Southern Eagles Christian Scott,
Wilson and Dillon Calhoun grew up
together in Statesboro, Georgia, where they
developed a real love of nature and the
outdoors. Last year, the three friends took
on an ultimate adventure and hiked the
Appalachian Trail from one end to the other.
“It’s something we wanted to do for a long
time, as we have always been involved in the
outdoors,” said Scott about his adventure

with his childhood friends. The Appalachian
Trail, while a popular one, is no easy feat.
The 2,190-mile trail runs through 14 states,
beginning in Georgia, and crosses into North
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia,
Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New
York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont
and New Hampshire before ending in Maine.
“Our family spends lots of time outside,
camping, biking, running, birdwatching, etc.,

said Georgia Southern Assistant Professor
Heather Scott, Ed.D., Christian’s mother. “All
three boys were Eagle Scouts, which provided
basic training for this type of adventure.”
While the three friends were committed to
making the arduous trek, the professor said she
and her husband, Damian Scott, didn’t approve
of the young men’s hiking plans right away.
“Initially, we were not supportive, as we
thought that school was more important, and
we didn't want Christian to put off school
for a semester or two,” she said. “However,
when COVID appeared, we saw how virtual,
asynchronous classes were uninspiring and
not a good fit for Christian. We realized what
better time to endeavor in such a long hike,
than when you are unencumbered and in the
midst of a pandemic.”
The trio set out on their demanding
trek Feb. 27, 2021, at Springer Mountain,
Georgia, and finished July 15 at Mt.
Katahdin, Maine. During their four months
and 17 days on the trail, Scott said the
weather cooperated for most of the hike,
but he added, “There were a couple of
weeks throughout where we had continuous
rain, some fierce snow and hail, lots of
thunderstorms and one flood.“
He also experienced a bout with food
poisoning around mile 350 and hiked 45
miles without anything to eat. Despite that
setback, the hiker said, “Walking through the
Northeast was amazing. The mountains were
beautiful, the lakes were abundant and I saw
plenty of new species of birds.”
At the end of the hike, the three friends
showed their True Blue spirit by displaying
the Georgia Southern Campus Recreation
and Intramurals banner.
“Wilson and I were employees at Southern
Adventures when we left, and our hike was
something they were a big part of and were
very supportive of,” Scott said. “Southern
Adventures is unrivaled as an outdoor
recreation program and has been the best
job I have ever worked.”
Now that they have completed their quest,
Scott’s parents said they couldn’t be prouder
of the young men’s achievement.
“Christian Thomas has an inordinate
amount of perseverance and physical
ability,” said his mother. “Even so, this trek
was hard, so yes, we are very proud of this
accomplishment. He has returned with
increased maturity, clarity about a course of
study, and a renewed interest in returning to
school. He spent four and one-half months
studying nature in a very focused way and
collected many beautiful photographs and
journal writings along the way.“
— Sandra Bennett
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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Remember
When?
’50s Alumni Share Their Memories of Campus Life
Many of us remember college as some of the best years of our life. Do you remember what Georgia Southern University was like when you were
a student? What did you do to have a good time? Georgia Southern magazine asked Eagle alumni and former students to share their favorite
memories of campus life in the 1950s. Here is what they wrote.

Dave Esmonde (’54 -’58)
Major in Math

This past spring, I was asked to attend a baseball game at Georgia
Southern. My wife (the former Ruth Bennett, class of '57) and I
accepted the invitation along with several family members. The
purpose was to honor and recognize the 1957 Georgia Teachers
College (GTC) baseball team for being the first baseball team in
school history to participate in the NCAA National Championship
Tournament. We won one game and lost two. I hit a 2-run home
run in our 5-3 victory over George Washington University.
Returning to where it all began prompted me to reminisce about
my days at GTC, now Georgia Southern University.
My memories include the overwhelming friendliness of
GTC college kids, the beauty of the campus (which was then
just "Sweetheart Circle"), pine trees, pecan trees, azaleas and
numerous other plants that were beautifully groomed.
President Zach Henderson was our leader and he met with us
every Monday morning at a required chapel service to “get our
minds right.” The fall quarter was the initiation for freshmen and was called “Rat Quarter.” This was great fun. Dorm life was chaotic, and I loved
it! I always said I learned more there than in class. Chow hall was fantastic for me; I learned to eat grits, greens and other Southern favorites.
Campus entertainment included activities in the old gym including informal dancing one night a week and the occasional formal dance.
My most memorable moment came in December 1955 when I got up the courage to approach a girl on the steps of the Admin building to ask her
for a date. It worked! Ruth Bennett and I were married in June 1957 just two weeks after her graduation and after my experience in the NCAA
Tourney. Ruth and I still keep in touch with many, many close college friends.
I played baseball for four years, playing in all but one game with a career batting average of .310 and hitting third in the line-up for Coach
Clements. We are pleased that several family members including our son Kyle and his wife Linda Esmonde, and our granddaughter Melanie
McKnight, have attended and graduated from Georgia Southern. Our love for GS is steadfast!
10
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Jackie Mikell Yates (’53 -’57)

Major in Health and Physical Education
M.Ed in Counseling and Guidance (’68)

I was a Statesboro girl, but the only nights I spent at home while
attending Georgia Teachers College were when the dorms closed
for the holidays and during summer break. Had I been a commuting
student, I would have missed out on so much campus life where
everything was "approved by Mose Bass" — dorm life; socializing on
Sweetheart circle after chow in Anderson Hall; Friday night movies in
the Ad Building; Saturday night dances in the gym; study dates in the
library; nightly breaks at the Blue Tide; signing in and out for dates;
hitching rides to town, and of course curfew for the girls.
Places to go on dates were rather limited - movies, the drive-in,
the Grill, the Skate-R-Bowl (where you could dance, skate or bowl),
basketball/baseball games or just sit on benches on Sweetheart Circle.
Only a few students had cars so we did lots of things within walking
distance of campus or either hitched a ride. People in town would
drive around Sweetheart Circle just to give us a lift.

I was a PE Major so I spent lots of my free time keeping the scores
for men's intramural sports. During holidays and breaks, I worked for
Dean Paul Carroll hand-posting grades on report cards. No computers
back then.
Gabriel, the First Baptist Church bus, would circle Sweetheart
Circle "blowing the horn" to pick students up for a ride to
Sunday services.
Food was great in the dining hall - town people came out to eat on
Sundays after church. The fried chicken was a favorite and tea was
truly Southern — extremely sweet! You knew the dining hall was
about ready to close when you saw Marvin Vanover finally walk in with
sleep wrinkles still on his face.
Mose Bass was a campus legend. He "approved everything" and
loved "his boys" in both Sanford and Cone Halls. Waked them up in
the mornings, made them study and he got them off to class. He invited
lots of the guys to his home on weekends where Mrs. Bass would fry
fish and cook supper for them. My brother-in-law was one of the lucky
guys to get treated by the Bass family. Wonderful years and beautiful
memories! Wouldn't trade them for anything!

Jan Deal Hendrix (’56 -’58)
Major in Education

I started at Georgia Teachers College in the summer of 1956 and
continued until 1958. I transferred to UGA where I graduated in 1961.
I met my husband there who was in pharmacy school and I began
teaching in 1959 without my degree. Teachers were really needed
during those days, so it didn't seem to matter that I had not completed
my bachelor’s in education. I taught in Catoosa County for 31 years
and one year in Whitfield County. During those years I added media
to my certification and for the last 22 years was the media specialist
at Ringgold High School.
During my time at GTC, we had a great basketball team as well as
a really good baseball team, which almost all our students supported.
I remember the 'bag lunches' on Sunday night – not great but warded
off starvation. Seems as if I remember a piece of fruit and a sandwich.
One thing that was a MUST was chapel every week and we sat in
alphabetical order by classes. My cousin, Julian Deal, and I sat next
to each other and formed a lasting relationship. I would not give up
those years at GTC for anything. Such good lasting friendships.
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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John (Johnny) Mallard (’49 -’53)
Major in Physical Education

The year was 1949 and the little boy from the small town of Sardis, Georgia, embarked on a big
adventure. He was going to The Big City of Statesboro to attend Georgia Teachers College. We
were greeted by Aunt Sophie and Mose Bass. Sanford Hall was going to be my home for four
years. Aunt Sophie was like our mother and Mose Bass our dad. You’d better shape up for them.
My freshman year was filled with a lot of harassment. We had to wear beanie caps and dress
(costume) as the upperclassmen demanded on certain days. Videos from that era would have
been terrific if technology had been around. Next year, we would be sophomores and then we
could be the "Demanders of Dress."
All of us had to adapt to the older guys as they were veterans from World War II and had
come back to get degrees. Sanford Hall was the men's dorm but the girls' three dorms seem
to have been where most of the hanging out took place. There were only six or seven cars on
campus, so much of the getting around was walking or thumbing rides. Some of us had to work
for extra spending money and for school, so I worked wherever I could. The college paid 50
cents an hour and we were proud to get it. I worked in the dining hall, the baseball field and
picked up laundry for local cleaners.
In my first year playing baseball, we played at the City Field behind the old state patrol
station on 301 North. My sophomore year, we started working on a new ball diamond (now
Clements Field) and I ended up getting work building it and played in the first game on the
new field. Since I went to summer school each summer, I played only three years for Coach
Clements. We all were worried about the pending draft into the military so we were trying to
finish as fast as we could. Since I would not be in school that spring to play in my final year,
Coach Clements talked to a minor league coach in Florida needing players, and I went to play
ball with the Florida State League.
The many friends I made during these years are still some of the best people you can meet.
We have been blessed on lots of occasions to get together through the years with them and
our families. My family and I have settled back to Statesboro for the past 20 years and enjoy
what Georgia Teachers College has now become — Georgia Southern University. We enjoy all
the sports at the college since my life has always been around sports. But we also enjoy all the
other great things that Georgia Southern and the surrounding area offer to us.

Angelyn Sims Price
(’50 -’53)

Major in Home Economics

Upon arrival on campus in September
1950, the first order of business was
meeting my housemother and assigned
roommate. My roommate, Shirley Smith,
was to remain a lifelong friend. Very early
we learned of the rules and regulations
that would control our conduct for the
freshmen year. Study time from 7-10
during weekday evenings and lights out
at 11 p.m. Freshmen girls had to sign out
when leaving campus and were allowed
only one night a week away from campus.
Each floor of the dorms had monitors who
reported to the housemother if any rules
were broken. After six call-downs you
were sent to the dean and you could be expelled for multiple infractions.
There were many opportunities for participation in your special interest group. We had a philharmonic choir and three different bands. The
Masquers was a drama club and every chosen major had a club. There were four Christian organizations. Our social life was limited to the Little
Store on campus. If you wanted to attend the movie theater downtown you could walk or thumb a ride.
Our men’s basketball team and cheerleaders were very popular and did much to boost campus morale. During the spring, we had a baseball
team. Members of those two teams were members of the T Club. And that was one organization that continued to have annual reunions for the
remainder of their lives. Many lasting friendships were forged with athletes from the later years. I met my husband of 52 years, Charles Sims, at
Georgia Teachers College and I have many happy memories of courting at Sweetheart Circle. We all cherish the memories, and it has been great
to reminisce about those good years. Some of the best years of our lives!
12
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Larry Hyde (’55 -’58)

Major in Physical Education

I had just finished four years in the U.S. Navy, and with
the GI Bill, I could afford to go to college. Sam Powell, a
childhood friend, and I chose to attend Georgia Teachers
College (GTC) primarily because his brother taught
English and was director of public relations at the college.
I sort of had playing basketball in the back of my mind,
but when I was introduced to Coach J.B. Scearce, he
informed me that I was too short. That began what was to
be an unusual relationship and friendship between the
two of us.
To really describe my experience at GTC is beyond
me. The people I met were so different from the sailors
I had been with for four years. But like the military
veterans, they were seeking education and hoping to
make the world a better place to live. There were around
1,000 students at the time. I have always said they formed
the foundation on which Georgia Southern University
stands today.
How many of you remember Mose Bass? He was the
janitor of Cone Hall while I was at GTC. A finer person
could not be found on campus. I never heard a derogatory comment about him made by anyone while I was there. Very few people know the
1955 Reflector was “approved by Mose Base.” He was a great person.
Who can ever forget those wonderful meals in the dining hall? You never had to wonder what we were having because the food was always the
same. I learned to hate fried chicken when I was taking a course in anatomy. We had labs on Tuesday and Wednesday and guess what we had for
supper? Fried chicken! But the food was good, and the staff did a good job.

According to The Southern Century Mose Bass was more than a custodian to Georgia Southern
students. The friend and counselor to many retired in 1967 after 38-years of service on the
Statesboro Campus.

Dean of Men Sophie Johnson was often referred to as
“Aunt Sophie,” who through the years gave “Her Boys”
invaluable advice.

G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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SAME TIME
NEXT MONTH
Photos by Jonathan Chick

Georgia Southern Alumni Gather for Monthly Reunion
15 Years Running
Every month, the location changes but the scene is the same — a ritual
now 15 years and counting.
At a predetermined restaurant somewhere in Augusta, a group of
about 20 Georgia Southern alumni, most of them now retirees, meet
again to share good food and good memories.
They affectionately call each other by their last names. They give
each other a good ribbing about how tall they used to be. They share
handshakes and the occasional embrace. Some are visiting for the first
time...or the first time in a long time. Some have travelled hours just to
make it this month.
It’s a joyous time for old friends to reconnect and remember. And, like
some of the best things in life, it was unexpectedly born out of tragedy.
Almost 60 years ago, Robert McNair (’64) and Larry Rachels (’64)
were roommates who lived in Brannen Hall at Georgia Southern
College. Back then, says McNair, Georgia Southern was home to about
2,500 students. Statesboro was largely confined to Main Street, where
Highway 301, which served as the main route from Florida to New
York, brought a steady stream of travelers through town.
“There was no I-95 — nothing like that,” said McNair. “And most
of the travel going from North to South or vice versa came through
Statesboro…. The Paragon [restaurant] was right off campus. It was a
14
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big spot. They built an A&W Root Beer, which was up the street. There
was Franklin’s all the way up at 25 and 301...and they had a Howard
Johnson’s restaurant at the end, and I think it was on Monday nights was
all the fish you could eat. So you saw college students everywhere.”
McNair remembers staying up late with Rachels and his friends,
going to the Alumni Gym at midnight and playing basketball for three
or four hours, then driving up to Franklin’s for a hamburger, coming
back and sleeping for a couple of hours before going to class.
“You can do that when you’re young,” he said, laughing. “I couldn’t
do it any more.”
On the weekends, Rachels would head home to Warrenton, Georgia,
to see his high school sweetheart, Joan, and work at Rachels Café, his
family’s donut shop. By the time he got back to campus on Sunday
night, there was a room full of guys waiting for him. He had a habit of
bringing a couple dozen donuts back to the dorm.
After they both graduated in 1964, Rachels returned to Warrenton
to marry Joan, and began working with a land surveyor with whom
he later partnered and built a successful business. McNair became
a senior insurance claims representative in Savannah. They rarely
connected for years. In 1980, McNair remarried and asked Rachels to
be a groomsman, but they lost touch again after the event.

“We went our separate ways,” said McNair. “After that, we really had
no contact to amount to anything. Maybe once in a while if I was going
through town or something I would stop and speak with him.”
In March of 2005, Rachels’ wife, Joan, passed away from cancer.
McNair, who’d moved back to the Augusta area, happened to be
passing through Warrenton soon after the funeral, and ran into an old
friend who told him the news. He called Rachels to check on him, and
the two sat down for a visit for the first time in decades.
“We sat there and talked for a while and just reminisced,” recalled
McNair. “And I said, ‘Look, we live 20 miles apart. Why don’t we just meet
in Thomson on Friday at Ryan’s?’ So we did that, and I said, ‘Why don’t we
start doing this once a month? If you know somebody we went to school
with locally, invite them. Before we knew it, we had about 18 people.”
Many of the group’s regulars include prominent businessmen,
administrators and politicians in the area, as well as educators and
professionals. Pat Blanchard (’65) is a former bank president; E.G.
Meybohm (’64) is a real estate investor; Tommy “Chico” Jones (’65) is a
former program analyst for the Department of Defense; Jim Blanchard
(’63) is a superior court judge in Columbia County; Gerald Baygents
(’64) is a former school principal; Don Bargeron (’64) is a former cell
phone executive; Bob Morris (’65) was an institutional food sales
executive; Gary Hardy (’65) is a former finance office manager; Robert
Bargeron (’63) is a former wholesale jewelry representative; Buddy
Harrison (’64) is a former FBI agent; Randy Sherrer (’64) is a former
bank executive; Charles Reeves (’65) a former education administrator;
and Doug Day (’64) is a former school superintendent.
Despite their vocations or distinction, however, these friends simply
get together to remember.
They were there in 1962 when the Eagles baseball team won the
NAIA National Championship. They were in the Alumni Gym in 1964
when Eagles Hall of Fame basketball legend Fran Florian scored 60
in an upset against Jacksonville University. That same year, the Eagles
made an NAIA national tournament bid.
They remember the popular bands that visited campus — Peter, Paul
and Mary, The Letterman and The Chad Mitchell Trio. They remember
the school dances, and the names and faces of the girls they danced
with. They talk about old friends who are now sick, friends who’ve
moved across the country, friends who have passed on.
“We talk about how great we were back then, which is all a bunch
of tall tales, you know,” said Lamar Garrard (’64), laughing. A former
salesman, Garrard is now a regionally syndicated sports columnist,
and wrote an article about the Georgia Southern lunch group for The
Warrenton Clipper.
“Each month when the first Friday rolls around, you will find this
group of friends for over 50 years or longer eating, laughing, sharing
stories, and having a grand time of fellowship at some local restaurant,”
Garrard wrote. “These young at heart gentlemen all feel that it was just
yesterday when they were living the carefree life of a college student
in the 1960s.”
Despite all the historic events that surrounded them in the ’60s —
the beginning of the space race, the assassination of John F. Kennedy,
the British Invasion — it’s the people that these alumni remember;
the professors, classmates and friends that make up their years at
Georgia Southern. McNair, now 81 years old, says the group is a vital
connection to college memories he might otherwise forget.
“Somebody may know somebody that we knew, but we hadn’t been
in touch with them in 40 or 50 years,” he said. “And they’ll bring
up somebody’s name, and I’ll think, ‘Oh, yeah!’ And once in a while,
people will bring their annuals and we’ll look at pictures of them. So
it’s just a good time of reminiscing and remembering people.”
“You know, we’re just a ROMEO club,” he added. “Retired Old Men
Eating Out.” — Doy Cave

Lamar Garrard (R) reconnects with classmates.

The ROMEO Club meets again. Pictured are ( Standing, L to R):
Robert McNair, Lamar Garrard, Gerald Baygents, Jim Blanchard,
Don Bargeron, Tommy "Chico" Jones, Buddy Harrison, Gary Hardy,
Randy Sherrer, Larry Rachels, Charles Reeves, (Seated) Pat Blanchard

Pictured (L to R): Gerald Baygents, Jim Blanchard and Randy Sherrer
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Of Georgia Southern’s 138,000
living alumni, more than 62,000
are under 40 years of age.
The Alumni Association
recently honored its Class of
2021 40 under 40, representing
the excellence of the University’s
young alumni and demonstrating
the positive contributions
and achievements for which
University graduates are known.
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MEREDITH AVERY, MPH
Georgia Southern University
2012 B.S. Biology
Armstrong University
2016 MPH
Epidemiologist
Georgia Department of Public
Health, Coastal Health District
Statesboro, Georgia

SEAN BETHUNE, Ed.D.

Georgia Southern University
2008 B.A. Political Science
2011 M.Ed. Educational Leadership
Assistant Principal
Daniel McLaughlin Therrell
High School
Decatur, Georgia

BROOKE ANN CHILDERS

JANESSA DUNN, M.Ed.

Georgia Southern University
2005 B.S. Political Science
District Director
U.S. House of Representatives,
Rep. Buddy Carter
Savannah, Georgia

CINDY EVANS

Georgia Southern University
2012 BBA Information Systems
Design Lead
Manhattan Associates
Decatur, Georgia

CHRISTOPHER FORD

Georgia Southern University
2008 BFA Graphic Design
2008 BBA Marketing
Regional Contracting Officer
Environmental Protection Agency
Duluth, Georgia

Georgia Southern University
2013 B.A. Chemistry
Associate Dean of Admissions
Wake Forest University
Winston-Salem, North Carolina

CATHERINE S. FINDLEY

Georgia Southern University
2010 B.A. Political Science
Solicitor-General
The Office of the Solicitor-General
of Bulloch County
Statesboro, Georgia

MARK FULLER

Georgia Southern University
2009 B.S. Mechanical Engineering
Technology
Senior Design Engineer
General Electric
Statesboro, Georgia

G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E

17

F E AT U R E S

MELISSA GAULE,
M.A., HEC-C

PAIGE MURPHY GLAZER

Georgia Southern University
2006 BBA Finance
CEO
Reflections Media Communications
Richmond Hill, Georgia

Armstrong State University
2014 BHS
Director of Palliative Care and
Provider Management
Hospice Savannah, Inc.
Savannah, Georgia

LAUREN GREEN,
MSN, MBA, RN

Georgia Southern University
2012 B.S. Nursing
Nurse Manager
Veterans Administration
Evans, Georgia

SAMANTHA LARUE
GROVENSTEIN

Georgia Southern University
2004 B.S. Biology
Commander, U.S. Air Force
330th Combat Training Squadron,
Robins AFB
Kathleen, Georgia

DANIELLE HACKETT

Georgia Southern University
2006 B.S. Broadcasting
Content Producer
CNN
Dacula, Georgia
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Georgia Southern University
2006 BBA Management
CEO/Founder, GreeneLight
International
Pastor, Forward City Church
Columbia, South Carolina

LT. COL. MICHAEL
GUTIERREZ

Georgia Southern University
2005 BBA Accounting
2005 BBA Information Systems
Product Operations Lead, Botkeeper
Owner, Hub360 Consulting
Statesboro, Georgia
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PASTOR TRAVIS GREENE

SKYLER HENRY

Georgia Southern University
2011 B.S. Multimedia Communications
Correspondent
CBS News
Washington, D.C.

JAVORIS
HOLLINGSWORTH,
Ph.D., MBA

JAMES LAWRENCE

Georgia Southern University
2006 B.S. Hotel and Restaurant
Management
Retail Market Manager II
Synovus
Thomasville, Georgia

Georgia Southern University
2007 B.S. Chemistry
Associate Professor and
Program Director
University of St. Thomas
Houston, Texas

ABIGAIL LEE

JOSH MARTENN

Georgia Southern University
2011 B.S. Biology
Lead Quality Control Analyst
Takeda Pharmaceuticals
Loganville, Georgia

Georgia Southern University
2006 BBA Sales & Marketing
President of Sales & Marketing
Biyork
Albany, Georgia

MONIQUE MCKENZIE

BRIANA MCNEIL, M.ED.

Georgia Southern University
2006 B.S. Public Relations
Beauty, Style & Emerging Culture
Communications Lead
Instagram
Brooklyn, New York

C. BRANDON MESSER,
BSRT, RRT, EMT

Armstrong Atlantic State University
2013 B.S. Respiratory Therapy
Chief Executive Officer
Landmark Hospital of Savannah
Guyton, Georgia

Georgia Southern University
2014 M.Ed. Higher Education
Administration
Flight Service Manager
American Airlines
Concord, North Carolina

DEBORAH R. METTS

Georgia Southern University
2005 BBA Marketing
Chief Operating Officer
Beyond The Runway
New York, New York
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MARY BETH MORGAN, MAI
Georgia Southern University
2009 B.S. Justice Studies
Owner, Operator, & Principle ASL/
Eng Interpreter
Morgan Interpreting
Washington, D.C.

JUSTIN MULLIS, ESQ.

Georgia Southern University
2005 B.S. Political Science
Senior Assistant District Attorney
District Attorney's Office,
Clayton Judicial Circuit
Atlanta, Georgia

MAURICE NELSON,
M.ED., CDE

NICK PALUMBO

Georgia Southern University
2019 M.Ed. Higher Education
Administration
Director of Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion
Yale School of Nursing
Milford, Connecticut

LAUREN O. PATTERSON,
PSY.D.
Georgia Southern University
2012 B.S. Psychology
2015 M.S. Psychology
2017 Doctorate of Psychology in
Clinical Psychology
Associate Director/Clinical
Services Director
Georgia Southern University
Statesboro, Georgia

MESHAÉ PROPHET

Georgia Southern University
2010 B.S. Public Relations
Social Content Manager
Shondaland
Gardena, California
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Armstrong State University
2014 MAT
Alderman
City of Savannah
Savannah, Georgia

WILLIAM PROBUS

Georgia Southern University
2009 B.A. History
Senior Creative Designer
Augusta National Golf Club
Evans, Georgia

KURTIS PURTEE, M.S.C.J.
Georgia Southern University
2018 M.S. Criminology
Captain, Georgia Southern
University Police
Alderman, City of Savannah
Savannah, Georgia

MAJOR JOE QUENGA

JUSTIN REYNOLDS

Georgia Southern University
2009 BBA Logistics and
Transportation
Force Management Officer
U.S. Army
Arlington, Virginia

Georgia Southern University
2007 BBA Accounting
2010 MACC
Team Leader
Chick-fil-A, Inc.
Atlanta, Georgia

TIA RICHARDSON

Georgia Southern University
2007 BBA Management/HR
Management
Employee Experience Leader,
Amazon
Founder & Head Consultant,
Hasil Consulting, LLC
Statesboro, Georgia

KARLA L. SAPP, ED.D.,
LPC-S, LMHC-S

LINDSEY MAXWELL
ROBINSON

Georgia Southern University
2013 B.A. Writing & Linguistics
Manager, Federal Relations
Aflac
Washington, D.C.

KIMBERLY SCOTT, MPH
Georgia Southern University
2009 MPH Community Health
Education
Program Manager
Live Well Wake
Raleigh, North Carolina

Georgia Southern University
2004 B.S. Criminal Justice
Drug Abuse Program Coordinator,
Federal Bureau of Prisons
Clinical Psychologist,
Dept. of Justice
Midway, Georgia

WILL THIGPEN

Georgia Southern University
2009 B.S. Early Childhood Education
2014 M.Ed. Early Childhood Education
2018 Ed.S. Educational Leadership
Principal
Metter Middle School, Candler
County School District
Pulaski, Georgia

HOPE R. WILLIAMS, LPC
Georgia Southern University
2005 BBA Marketing
Founder/Executive Director
SMILE Project Empowers, Inc.
Powder Springs, Georgia
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COLLEGIATE 100 NATIONAL
CHAPTER OF THE YEAR
Armstrong Campus Members Focus on Service
and Mentorship

Photos by Jonathan Chick

Anthony Peters started college as a dual enrollment student in his
hometown of Charlotte, North Carolina. But early into his college
career at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Peters decided
he needed a change of scenery.
“I would have classes where there would be over 100 students,” Peters
said. “Not only that but also because I was a dual enrollment student, I
couldn't get involved in extracurricular activities on campus. I came to
the Armstrong Campus because I wanted that big school education on a
smaller scale, and I wanted to start over and do my own thing.”
Doing his own thing meant focusing on academics and getting
involved in campus activities. The computer science major joined
several organizations including Collegiate 100. It is an outreach program
of the Savannah chapter of the nationwide organization, 100 Black
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Men of America, which is considered the leading African Americanled mentoring organization. The Armstrong chapter was established in
2009 as an initiative for Black men on campus to support the mission
of improving the quality of life within communities and enhancing
educational and economic opportunities for all African Americans.
“Since coming to the Armstrong Campus, I finally became my own
person and I continue to grow every day,” said Peters, who is the
president of Collegiate 100. “Academically I’ve been able to absorb
more and see everything in the classroom through a different lens.
Collegiate 100 has helped me the most and I enjoy being able to do
so much with them and do great work around Savannah. It’s all about
mentoring and community service, so I get the chance to do that and
more because of it.”

Jason Nolton Jr.

Aleea Young

In 2021, the group was named chapter of the year by the national
organization. The Armstrong chapter was among two collegiate
chapters nationwide to receive the honor.
“This is actually the second time that we've won chapter of the
year,” said Fernando Foster, the group’s advisor, and a member of 100
Black Men of Savannah. “But this year was different,” added Foster,
director of Georgia Southern University Enterprise Networking and
Telecommunications for IT Services. “We were named chapter of
the year because of the amount of involvement and resiliency that
the members had despite the challenges of the COVID pandemic.
Collegiate 100 is different from other organizations because it's not
about being seen, it’s not about the social aspect of things, even though
that's involved. The purpose of Collegiate 100 is the mission – the
mission of community service and mentoring.”
Foster emphasized that members are expected to maintain a culture
of excellence in all that they do.
“The mission of the Collegiate includes the phrase ‘to be a beacon
of light,’ '' he said. “The motto for the 100 Black Men of America is
‘what they see is what they'll be.’ Our belief is that our mentees gain
more from our examples than our words. I expect that when the
Collegiate are seen, they are seen doing the right thing, and doing it in
the spirit of excellence. This expectation not only includes mentoring
in the traditional sense, but it also includes mentoring our mentees
and our peers through the example that we set.”
Chapter members are involved in service projects on- and offcampus. Their goal is to make a positive impact on youth in Savannah
and to connect with students on the Armstrong Campus.
“All activities of Collegiate 100 are coordinated in compliance with
the objectives of the sponsoring chapter as they relate to existing
relationships with local schools and other entities that provide services
to youth,” Peters explained. “We do this through different forms of
community service such as volunteering for schools, book drives,
mentoring youth in classrooms and outside the classroom, and getting
involved with the 100 Black Men on various programs such as their
Youth Leadership Academy. Of course, we will host fun events on
campus such as our cookout, ball, pageant and everything in between.”
For funding, Collegiate 100 relies on the support of 100 Black
Men of Savannah and annual events like the winter ball and annual
pageant. Traditionally, the ball and pageant are face-to-face events, but
the pandemic made it harder to stage them this past year. However,
after successfully mentoring Savannah youth via Zoom, the campusbased group held virtual events and requested donations through

Anthony Peters

them. The winter ball, a black-tie affair usually held in February,
highlights the group and supporting organizations while having fun.
Anyone on campus who buys a ticket is welcome to attend. The pageant
is a scholarship competition that starts in January, but the actual
competition day is in April. There are five categories for each young
woman to display their personality and talents for a chance to win a
scholarship.
When Collegiate 100 was chartered on the Armstrong Campus it was
conceived as an organization for men. Women could join but they had
to be inducted through the annual pageant and after serving a year on
the court. Aleea Young, a junior from Sylvania, Georgia, is the current
Miss Collegiate 100, and the by-laws recently changed so that women
can join the same way that men do.
“As of 2021, this organization has deemed itself co-ed,” Young said.
“Although I entered this organization via the pageant, I appreciate the
executive board offering general membership to females, as there is
a mission behind the Collegiate 100 that should not be limited to all
males and three members of a pageant court.”
Young, a psychology major, has a passion for the group and for the
Armstrong Campus.
“Being involved has helped me with my professional skills, gain social
connections, obtain financial literacy information and even prioritize my
mental health,” she said. “There are so many opportunities on campus
to learn more about yourself and about people. I thank Armstrong as
I am halfway through my Georgia Southern collegiate career. I feel so
accomplished already and would not have been able to do this at any
other campus.”
Peters, also a junior, said joining the organization has exceeded
his expectations and he encouraged other students to connect with
Collegiate 100.
“Be leaders,” he said. “Be somebody that brings a positive change to
other people's lives. If you can help a child or anybody in some capacity
to do something great or positive with their life, it's not only rewarding
for them, but it's also rewarding for you, too.”
Jason Nolton Jr., a mechanical engineering major from Atlanta, is the
group’s parliamentarian. He said Georgia Southern and Collegiate 100
have given him a place to grow and develop into the leader he believes
he was born to be.
“I always want to get involved in an organization that truly does its best
in achieving and empowering everyone to pursue their goals while making
the community a better place to be,” Nolton said. “I feel that Collegiate
100 really does that and it is meant for me.” — Sandra Bennett
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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THROUGH THE
EYES OF A
CHAMPION

EAGLE Academy Student Max
Champion Gains Experience and
Independence
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Everyone who meets Max Champion comes
away with a good feeling.
He’s positive and projects confidence. He
smiles and shakes your hand. He looks at you
when he talks, and answers questions in a
clear, direct manner, with an almost unusual
amount of specificity. He has an incredible
memory, especially when it comes to sports.
When you converse with Max, you may
notice slight differences about him. Maybe
it’s in the way he delivers his sentences,
the way he’ll repeat something to himself
in a whisper or the way he appears to keep
the conversation at a distance. But as a
neurodiverse young man on the autism
spectrum, he is simply processing the world a
little differently than you are.

Photos by Jonathan Chick

Max is a student in EAGLE Academy at
Georgia Southern, where he is learning how to
navigate these differences on his own terms.
In this living laboratory of the college campus,
he is not only getting the college experience,
but with the help of Academy staff and peer
mentors, he is also developing the skills to live
and work independently.
“It’s been good for me,” he said. “The
people there are great...they’ve been very
helpful to me, always keeping in touch and
being on the lookout.”

A PRACTICAL PROGRAM

EAGLE Academy, now in its fourth year, is an
inclusive post-secondary education program
offering Equal Access to Gainful Learning
and Employment (EAGLE) to students with
mild intellectual disabilities. As a certified
comprehensive transition program (CTP), the
Academy not only provides students with
academic training in their areas of interest, but
also gives them extensive practical life skills.
“I would say that all the students that come
definitely have college aspirations and college
goals, and it’s kind of just finding where they
can be most successful,” said Julie Pickens,
Ph.D., program director of EAGLE Academy.
“The end goal is for them to be able to live a
self-directed, independent life. So within that,
they need to be able to live on their own —
cook for themselves, clean for themselves, do
those types of things.”
In the classroom, each EAGLE Academy
student is helped by peer mentors — thirdor fourth-year students from their focus
area who help them with academics. On
campus, they’re also assisted by peer mentors
who help them engage on a social level,
accompanying them to games or events
and helping them connect with campus
organizations if they choose.
In addition, Pickens works with each
student and their parents to make a life plan,
complete with five- and 10-year goals related
to academics, lifelong learning, community
engagement, independent living, selfdetermination and career.
Pickens said the question then becomes,
“What can you do while you’re here in EAGLE
Academy to get you where you want to be?”

A BIG CHANGE

Chip and Caroline Champion weren’t sure
what the future held for Max, their firstborn
child, but they worked hard to give him all
the tools he needed to succeed.
As a child in St. Simons Island, Georgia,
Max and his family traveled to Nemours
Children’s Hospital in Orlando, where he
received several interventional therapies

to help him with early language delays.
He spent his entire education at Frederica
Academy, where the Champions secured the
help of dedicated tutors to help Max with his
lessons in school.
“He always thrived there socially in
particular,” said Caroline. “He loves to be a
part of something. He made friends easily
and assimilated very well. And even though
we weren’t sure if he could always hang in
there academically, we knew it was the place
for him — for his mind, body and spirit.”
At home, Max enjoyed a very social
environment as well, where his mother
says they were “having friends over all the
time and constantly going and doing.” At
school, he got involved with sports. He was
a member of the high school baseball team,
and he served as team manager for just
about every other sport.
“The football coach sought him out to be
a part of the team so the football players
could realize, ‘Hey, there are different types
of people in this world. Be grateful for your
gifts. You can learn something from him
and he can learn something from you,’”
recounted Caroline. “He was so loved by his
teammates and so proud to be participating
in varsity sports.”
Once Max received his high school
certificate, the Champions began looking
at other opportunities for him. When his
mother found the program at Georgia
Southern, she was ecstatic.
“It was so much more appealing because
it wasn’t this huge university and it was so
close to home — only a couple hours drive,”
she said. “We just thought, ‘Location and
size...this is going to be perfect!”
Max entered EAGLE Academy with gusto.
He lived in Centennial Place, a campus
residence hall. He chose a dual focus in
sport management and logistics, reconnected
with high school friends from home, and
even joined the Kappa Alpha fraternity. He
did all of this in one of the most challenging
years for the University and its students,
right in the middle of a pandemic.
“It was a big change for me,” said Max.
“I’ve had a mix of online and in-person my
whole year. I mean, we had to wear masks
inside. There wasn’t a whole lot of people
walking on campus. We had to do our
[fraternity initiation] online.”
Despite the challenges, Pickens and the
Champions say Max is thriving. This year,
he’s a big brother to new fraternity recruits.
He’s an intern with GATA Lifestyle, Georgia
Southern’s sports marketing group, and he’s
living off-campus in an apartment.
“Max has shown great progress with his
career readiness, his independent living

skills, and I have no doubts that he’s going to
find a job and be successful,” said Pickens.
“He’s done fantastic.
“I think the sky’s the limit with Max with the
foundation he’s been able to build and sustain.”

AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP

Since its inception, EAGLE Academy has
graduated nine students, many of whom
have gone on to secure jobs and continue
living independently. One graduate was
recently married.
Parents who didn’t envision an autonomous
future for their children are now seeing them
strike out on their own and make their own
way in the world. However, the program is
still trying to find ways to include even more
students, who pay the same tuition, housing,
dining and fees that typical students pay, but
don’t have access to the same financial aid.
“Yeah, the price tag can be pretty big,” said
Stephanie Devine, Ph.D., executive director
of EAGLE Academy. “The challenge we are
facing at this point is most of these families
were never thinking about college in the first
place. They didn’t think their student would
have access to that kind of experience, so they
didn’t have a college fund set aside. And so we
are running into that challenge of students who
don’t have a lot of means and trying to help
them still get the opportunity here.”
Devine says the program depends on
support from donors to their EAGLE Academy
foundation account (GS0014), which helps
offset costs for its students. It also depends on
relationships with area businesses who can
provide internship opportunities for students,
a key part of their training.

A COLLEGE KID

On a typical Tuesday morning, Max meets
with his peer mentor for life skills training
and to touch base with him on his schedule.
He is extremely regimented. Monday,
Wednesday and Friday he’s in his focus area
classes. Tuesday and Thursday morning he
meets with Pickens and his peer mentor, and
in the afternoon goes to his internship, where
he uploads videos and tags them for search
and engagement.
The rest of the time? He hangs out
with friends, goes to fraternity meetings
and events, plays a few rounds of golf at
the Georgia Southern course and enjoys
college life.
“I’m really excited about life,” he said. “I
love my life right now and I’m just excited for
more life coming up in the future.
“I like being the college kid,” he added. “It’s
a good time.” — Doy Cave
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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EAGLE BATTALION CADETS
STAND OUT IN MILITARY
SUMMER PROGRAMS

EIGHT CADETS EARN COVETED RECONDO BADGE
Eight Georgia Southern cadets were awarded the hard-won
RECONnaissance and commanDO or RECONDO badge for displaying
superior skills at Advanced Camp. Held at Ft. Knox, Kentucky, the
monthlong training tests, develops and evaluates cadets’ leadership skills,
physical fitness and academic achievement. Ka’Leah Davis is one of the
cadets who performed exceptionally well at Advanced Camp. Georgia
Southern magazine asked the senior exercise major about the experience.

Ka’Leah Davis: Griffin, Georgia
What was most rewarding about this endeavour?
The most rewarding thing about this summer training was going
through graduation, being announced as the number one female
within my platoon, receiving RECONDO and truly realizing that
this was one of the last hurdles that I had to jump over to become
an Army Officer. I feel extremely overwhelmed with gratitude as I
prepare to graduate and commission in May of 2022.
How will this training help you in the future?
This training allowed me to reflect on my leadership attributes
and recognize where I could continue to grow and improve. This
experience, thus far, has also allowed me to prepare the cadets who
will be attending Advanced Camp next summer, allowing them to
feel more comfortable and capable of excelling.
Why did you choose to attend Georgia Southern University?
After having to leave the United States Military Academy due to
being medically disqualified, I chose Georgia Southern because of
the accessibility at the time. However, I chose to remain at Georgia
Southern because of the “home feeling,” and because I earned a
three-year Army ROTC scholarship and received a medical waiver
from the Eagle Battalion. Georgia Southern University essentially
gave me a second chance at becoming an Army Officer.

ROTC STUDENTS PREPARE TO LEAD
The Georgia Southern Army ROTC program excels at producing
cadets who perform well physically and academically. Before they
can commission into the U.S. Army as a second lieutenant, they must
show proficiency in a number of areas. This past summer, more than
80 students participated in some tough specialized training at Army
facilities across the United States and overseas. The standouts received
special recognition for what they accomplished.
Front Row (l-r): Luis Benitez, Gavin Fehr, Ka'Leah Davis, and Jonathan Pritchett
Back Row (l-r): Philip Folkerts, Treshawn Woods, and William Walker,
Not pictured is James Miles
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FIVE CADETS EARN THEIR WINGS
Congratulations to Cadets Jasper Brun, Jacob Dease, Tim Johnson,
Carson McClellan and Solomon Sidwell for successfully completing
U.S. Army Air Assault School. Brun and Johnson trained at Ft.
Campbell, Kentucky, and Dease, McClellan and Sidwell participated
in training at West Point in New York. The 10-day course is highly
selective and mentally and physically demanding. It ends with a
grueling 12-mile foot march and upon completion, soldiers earn the
Air Assault Badge. Eagle Battalion Cadet Tim Johnson is pursuing a
master’s degree in political science. Georgia Southern magazine asked
him about his experience at Air Assault School.

Tim Johnson, BSN, RN, CCRN-CSC:
Savannah, Georgia
What was the most challenging aspect of the training?
The fast pace of the course. It is a lot of information crammed into a
short window of time. Time management is key and knowing how to
focus on what’s important.
Describe a typical day’s training at Air Assault School.
Air Assault School is broken down into three phases. The school overall
is tasked with developing skills to conduct Air Assault Operations. That
means being able to hook up various types of equipment ranging from
cargo boxes, Humvees, trailers, fuel blivets or water containers to the
bottom of aircraft to be able to move them through terrain that vehicles
may have a more difficult time navigating through.
The first phase is aircraft. We are given in detail all the potential
helicopter aircraft you might hook loads up to. There is a mustpass test at the end of each phase. The second phase is sling loads.
Generally viewed as the most difficult phase, it shows us how to
properly rig the various loads. We are given six pieces of equipment
and then test four of them to check for deficiencies. We have two
minutes to go through each load and find three out of four deficiencies
that can make these rigged loads too dangerous to fly. The third
phase is rappelling. We are taught how to hand tie a Swiss seat rappel
harness with a piece of rope and complete the tie in 90 seconds or
less. Then we rappel off an open-sided 60-foot tower to prepare us
for the final day when we rappel out of a UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter
hovering in flight. The final day is a 12-mile road march to earn your
Air Assault wings.
Why did you choose to attend Georgia Southern University?
I wanted to come back closer to home after living in Florida and
North Carolina for the last eight years and traveling up and down the
East Coast as a travel nurse. Georgia Southern has one of the most
competitive ROTC programs with a lot of additional opportunities for
training that you can participate in before commissioning.
What do you appreciate most about ROTC at Georgia Southern?
I appreciate the ability to grow as a leader but also the ability to fail
as a leader. They do not hold your hand and give you all the answers.
They know you are going to make mistakes but the question is how you
will adapt and grow from those mistakes. They ask a lot of us, but we
are all willing to take on that challenge knowing that we will be leading
America’s sons and daughters, often in places that are dangerous
and unforgiving. They always tell us this is our program, and we will
determine how successful it will be.
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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SUCCESS AT CADET TROOP LEADER TRAINING
Students selected for Cadet Troop Leader Training (CTLT) are
embedded in actual Army units for three to four weeks to observe a
day-in-the-life of a lieutenant leading a platoon. Cadets Eunbin Bak,
Yasmin Camacho, Elizabeth Carpenter, Hannah Farnsworth, Teagan
Fisher, Hunter Kight, Thomas (Banks) Massey and Jamie Reed were
assigned to different military bases to put their leadership skills into
practice. Camacho, a senior, is majoring in Modern Language and will
be the third Camacho sister to commission from the Eagle Battalion.
During her training, she successfully completed the Spur Ride,
earned her spurs and was inducted into the Order of the Spur. The
Spur Ride is a cavalry tradition in which soldiers must demonstrate
their mastery of various skills and exercises. Georgia Southern
magazine asked her about job shadow experience at Vilseck,
Germany, RSS 2nd Cavalry Regiment.
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Describe a typical day’s training in your program?
Waking up at 5:30 a.m. for daily PT [physical training], checking
emails and having morning meetings to prioritize the tasks of the
day, walking back and forward in the motor pool checking trucks and
vehicles and going to officers’ meetings to gain a better understanding
of future missions.
What was the most difficult aspect of the training?
Leading others with much more time and experience than myself.
How will this training help you in the future?
It will help me because I have a better understanding about the
difference between a good leader and a bad leader, and how my
actions and decisions can affect others.

Yasmin Camacho: Statesboro, Georgia

What was most rewarding about this summer training endeavor?
The amazing people I had the chance to meet and work with, and
everything I learned about the U.S. Army.

Why did you pursue this opportunity?
It gave me the opportunity to learn and to see how brand new
officers interact with their soldiers and to see what are the duties and
responsibilities of a new officer when she/he first goes to a unit.

How would you describe this experience overall?
The experience was amazing. It taught me that I don't have to be
perfect. I learned that it is okay to make mistakes because we will
learn from them.

GEORGIA SOUTHERN

WINTER 2022

CADETS COMPLETE SUMMER INTERNSHIPS
Internships give students a chance to use their leadership, research,
technical or language skills while seeing what their military career
will look like once they commission into the U.S. Army. Cadets
Miara Elmore, Emily Espinoza, Philip Folkerts, George Khairi and
Robert Moreland participated in internships that tapped into their
specialized training. Moreland is a senior information systems major,
who completed an internship at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia. Georgia Southern
magazine asked him about his experience there.

Robert Moreland: Fayetteville, Georgia
Why did you pursue this opportunity?
I really like technology and the challenge new technology provides.
Given these current times, more attacks are happening on a device
than in-person.
Describe a typical day’s training in your program?
There are not many typical days working on the prototyping side of
the Army. There are meetings and testing that are done every day.
There were times specific individuals needed to see a demo of a
product. The demos can include numerous iterations of entering and
clearing a building.
How will this training help you in the future?
This has helped me understand where I am in my foundation of
knowledge in the IT/computer science landscape.
What was the most challenging aspect of the training?
Coding in a language I had never used before.
What was most rewarding about this internship?
The massive opportunity for self-development. Also, the ability to see
a side of the Army that is not talked about for security reasons.
What do you appreciate most about ROTC at Georgia Southern?
Graduating is a team effort. If a cadet reaches out and asks for help,
numerous people will come running to help.
Are you a busy college student?
I am busy. I take 14 credit hours and I am a part of the key leadership
for Eagle Battalion. I also do intramurals and I try to find good avenues
to build generational wealth.

REAL-WORLD TRAINING FOR NURSING STUDENTS
Cadets Gavin Fehr, Mya Forbes, Shakireah Gibbons, Mikel
McCann, Brandon Vuong, Kanika Waters and Jared Wells were
selected for the Nurse Summer Training Program (NSTP). Each
trained at different Army hospitals across the U.S. under the
direct supervision of an experienced Army Nurse Corps officer.
During the four-week NSTP, the students honed their clinical
and professional skills while learning more about the roles and
responsibilities of an Army Nurse Corps officer. Walter Reed
National Military Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland, and
Tripler Army Medical Center in Honolulu, Hawaii, were among the
hospitals where the cadets participated in NSTP.
From left to right: Gavin Fehr, Shakireah Gibbons, Jared Wells
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EXPANDING MILITARY
FRIENDLY PROGRAMS

Georgia Southern Receives Grant And Establishes
New Scholarship
“This is the kind of scholarship that can really make a difference
in someone’s life,” said Bob Longueira, a retired combat veteran of
the U.S. Marine Corps and chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Landings Military Family Relief Fund in Savannah.
Fredrick says Georgia Southern is always trying to find new ways to
support military affiliated families.
“Military-connected students, including active-duty, veterans, guard
and reserve members, student military spouses and students who are
children of military members are vital to Georgia Southern’s success,”
said Fredrick. “We are so thankful for our military-affiliated students
who choose Georgia Southern.” — Liz Walker

Pictured are (L to R): Vice President for Enrollment Management Scot Lingrell,
Vice President for University Advancement Trip Addison and The Landings
Military Family Relief Fund Inc. Board of Directors Chairman Bob Longueira

There’s a reason that Georgia Southern University has been named
a Military Friendly school for 10 years in a row. And now there are
two more.
New funding from a U.S. Department of Education grant and The
Landings Military Spouse Academic Assistance Fund will give veteran
students and the spouses of active-duty service members more
support and opportunities.
The Department of Education grant totaling almost $459,000
will establish a Center of Excellence for Veteran Student Success
(CEVSS) on all three University campuses, in Savannah, Statesboro
and Hinesville, Georgia. The CEVSS goal is to increase enrollment and
retention of the University’s veteran students.
“Our mission is to establish a Center of Excellence for Veteran
Student Success at our institution,” said retired Col. George L.
Fredrick, Ed.D., director of Military & Veteran Services. “Our goal is
to identify and analyze any barriers or obstacles we find that impede
the progress of our veteran students at Eagle Nation. We look forward
to continuing our support of the nearly 4,000 military-connected
students at Georgia Southern University.”
CEVSS plans include designing a seamless step-by-step process for
prospective veteran students to navigate admissions and enrollment,
enhancing veteran support services to improve student academic
outcomes and more.
Military spouses are not left out of the equation. Thanks to new
support from The Landings Military Family Relief Fund Inc., up to
$3,650 is available per recipient, per semester. Recipients can attend
any Georgia Southern Campus.
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REST IN PEACE
GLORY: BALD
EAGLE PASSES
AWAY
Glory, a bald eagle who served as
Georgia Southern’s ambassador,
died of natural causes in
November. The almost 37-yearold Eagle spent most of her
life at the Center for Wildlife
Education and Lamar Q Ball, Jr.
Raptor Center on the Statesboro
Campus. The revered matriarch presided over numerous University
events. She first appeared at football games in the 1990s, including
three national championships. Glory relinquished her mascot
responsibilities to our current bald eagle, Freedom, and welcomed
visitors to the wildlife center while sitting high in her nest designed
by noted conservationist Jim Fowler.

GEORGIA SOUTHERN
AND SOUTH UNIVERSITY
COLLABORATE TO LAUNCH
PHARMACY CAREERS

WHAT’S
NEW ON
CAMPUS?
Georgia Southern has created a new park on the Statesboro Campus
dedicated to the University’s sororities and fraternities that are part
of the National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC). The NPHC is the
coordinating body for historically African American fraternities
and sororities. The organizations have a rich legacy. They were
founded to address societal challenges including racism, exclusion,
and educational and socioeconomic disparities. They also foster
leadership, scholarship, service and help build community through a
sense of camaraderie among their members.
“It makes me feel proud that we now have this new space on
campus. This process has been years in the making and it’s not only
an achievement for the NPHC but for all of the black students here
at Georgia Southern University,” said National Pan-Hellenic Council
President Tyree Pryor. “On a national level, historically our fraternities
and sororities fought for equality and recognition in a collegiate space
such as this one. This project shows that those efforts were not in vain.”
The park includes paver walkways, an outdoor paver plaza and
new landscaping. It is located next to the Carruth Building in front of
Lake Wells.

A new collaboration between Georgia Southern and South University will
cut the cost and time for local students pursuing a pharmacy degree. The
reverse transfer partnership allows qualified Georgia Southern students
studying biology or chemistry to complete a Bachelor of Arts degree in
three years and progress to South University School of Pharmacy to earn
a Doctor of Pharmacy degree in an additional three years. The pathway
for the undergraduate to graduate degrees normally would take students
seven years to complete; however, this intercollegiate agreement allows
students to complete both programs in only six years and saves students
the tuition costs of an additional year at Georgia Southern.
“The College of Science and Mathematics (COSM) at Georgia Southern
has an established and proud record of preparing students to study
pharmacy, with many of our students matriculating to our local pharmacy
school, South University,” said Delana Gajdosik-Nivens, COSM dean. “We
look forward to the many opportunities that this arrangement will bring
such as collaborative basic and applied research projects for our graduate
and undergraduate students.”
Leaders from both institutions believe the agreement provides a
substantial benefit for students.
“First and foremost, this is a great opportunity and benefit for the
Georgia Southern University students to receive their bachelor’s
degree while on their way to earning their Pharm.D. degree from South
University,” said Dean Arneson, South University School of Pharmacy
dean. “… Secondly, this strengthens the relationship between the two
universities. During the negotiations opportunities for collaboration
and scholarship have been discussed for both schools’ faculty members
and students, and are in the process of being implemented. The South
University School of Pharmacy faculty are extremely excited about this
agreement and how it will benefit both programs.”
The “3+3” program between the two institutions is available to current
and incoming Georgia Southern students.
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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THE GOOD,
THE BAD
AND
THE ALGAE

Georgia Southern
Professors Explore Multiple
Uses for the Oft-maligned
Renewable Resource
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Is algae good or bad?
It’s a question most people don’t think to ask. After all, when
algae accumulates on the outside of your house, or in containers
left outside, or in your swimming pool, you just get rid of it.
There’s something worse than common household algae, however,
and more harmful. They’re called algal blooms that form in bodies
of water. The largest of these is called “The Dead Zone,” a mass of
water more than 6,300 square miles that sits in the Gulf of Mexico.
It’s “dead” because the water is hypoxic, with oxygen levels so low
that it can’t sustain life.
Algal blooms happen when the chemicals from agricultural
runoff and wastewater from urban areas flood bodies of water
with nutrients like nitrogen and potassium on which algae feed.
The algae consumes all these nutrients, growing and growing until
the nutrients run out. Then the bloom collapses and dies, sucking
all the oxygen from the water in the process. These blooms can
cause massive fish kills, create toxins that cause sickness and
death in humans, raise treatment costs for drinking water, and hurt
industries that depend on clean water to operate.
So what’s good about algae?
Georgia Southern biology professors Anthony Siccardi, Ph.D.,
and John Carroll, Ph.D., are researching all the good ways this oftmaligned substance can potentially be used to solve some of our
more pressing environmental problems.
“I mean, it is complicated because the algae that cause
these blooms are primarily phytoplankton, and those are really

important,” said Carroll. “That’s the base
of the marine food web. And so it’s not that
the algae itself is bad, it’s when there’s an
overgrowth of it.”
Carroll and Siccardi are serving as coprincipal investigators on a project with the
Sandia National Laboratory, under contract
with the U.S. Department of Energy, to find
out how to use algae grown on algal turf
scrubbers to create biomass that is usable
for biofuel.
An algal turf scrubber is a ramp covered
with artificial turf or some other kind of
rough surface. Using a pump, water is pulled
from a water source and pulsed down the
ramp, where algae begins to grow on the turf.
When the algae has grown substantially, it is
harvested and the process starts over again.
Siccardi says the process isn’t just about
harvesting algae, however. It actually purifies
the water, too.
“Let’s say you have a river that’s polluted
with excess nutrients like excess phosphorus
or excess nitrogen,” said Siccardi. “The algae
are able to sequester those nutrients into
the algal biomass, removing it from the water
column. And then you can take that algal
biomass and convert that to biofuel.”
Siccardi and Carroll are part of a network
of several researchers around the country
who are working together with Sandia to
refine the algae growth process. They’ve
tried different types of surfaces and flow
rates in their research. Sandia will then
take the harvested biomass and see which
specimens work best for biofuel, which is not
only a more sustainable fuel source, but also
burns cleaner than petroleum-based fuel.
The technology promises an exciting
future, but there is still a long way to go.
“Right now the key is cost,” said Siccardi.
“The cost is still higher than you would
normally pay for fossil fuels out of the
ground. Each year, the price of a gallon of
biofuel comes down a little bit as different
advancements are made.”
In addition to their work with Sandia,
Carroll and Siccardi are looking for other
ways to use the harvested algae. Because
algal turf scrubbers can be so beneficial
to the environment, the question is how to
scale their use.
“If this is going to be a scalable thing, if
we’re going to say you can use these turf
scrubbers to remove nutrients and then you
can make things out of the biomass, it needs
to make sense,” said Carroll. “If there are
too many steps to use it, then people aren’t
going to use it. And then what happens is
that biomass just gets thrown back into the
dump. So those nutrients just get back into

the system. So I’m interested in, ‘What are
we going to do with this stuff now that we
have it?’”
The professors are working with their
colleague Jennifer Zettler, Ph.D., in the
biology department as well as Casey
Schachner and Jason McCoy in the art
department to use the algae in kiln-fired
ceramics. By drying the algae and then
grinding it into a powder, they incorporated
it into clay and created small structures, one
of which Zettler now has on her desk. They
also hope to test the durability and resilience
of the clay to use as a structure on which to
grow oysters which eat algae and can help
control algal blooms.
Siccardi and his graduate student Michelle
Lowery are also working with the Sustainable
Aquaponics Research Center on the
Armstrong Campus, which combines raising
fish with hydroponics to produce plants.
They are using algal turf scrubbers to remove
excess nutrients from the system water, and
then harvesting the algae. The algae can
then be used as a soil additive, or it can be
fed to black soldier flies, whose larvae can be
fed back to the fish.
“When you look at some of these
aquaculture facilities where they have a
lot of animals in a small pond or tank, and
then you’re putting all this feed in and you
have excess feed, and some of the animals
die — all of that is releasing nutrients into
the environment,” he said. “And then when
they harvest, they typically just drain down
the pond and that water winds up getting
dumped into a river or a lake or a stream or
the ocean. It causes a lot of environmental
problems. So I’ve always seen this as a way to
capture those excess nutrients and convert

those excess nutrients into this algal biomass
that you can then use for a whole host of
other things.”
The professors are working on grants to
pursue their ideas using turf scrubbers and
biomass. Siccardi says the simplicity of the
process and its impact on the environment
make him excited about the future.
“I just think that’s so cool to be able
to recycle all of those nutrients in an
extremely sustainable way,” he said. “These
are the types of things that could be easily
transferred to other countries that maybe
don’t have access to a lot of the technology
the U.S. has. It’s literally open to anybody.”
			
– Doy Cave

Photo above: Grad student Emily Wells prepares
algae samples. Photo below (L to R): John Carroll,
Ph.D., Anthony Siccardi, Ph.D., and grad students
Christopher Lee and Emily Wells work with the algal
turf scrubber at the Priest Landing site.
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS

Is Climate Change Really Here?

At Georgia Southern, we
believe curiosity is the
foundation of knowledge. In
our Curious Minds section,
faculty, staff and alumni
from Eagle Nation offer their
expertise and insights on a
broad spectrum of timely
topics. We hope you enjoy
their perspectives.
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As geologists, we study earth systems involving climate over vast periods that can well exceed
the average lifespan of humans’ lifetime. Earth history spans nearly 4.6 billion years and has
been evolving ever since. Thus the answer to if climate change is really here is — yes.
It has always been here and operates at different temporal, spatial scales and cycles and
these events are often recorded/etched into the geological record.
A better question to ask is if a climate change crisis is here; are humans intensifying weather
and climate events?
Climate is the long-term average of weather. A single hot day does not necessarily mean
climate warming or climate cooling on a cold/snowy day. It is the average of these temperatures
and other weather data over time for a given location. Some people misuse weather and climate
terms interchangeably.
A climate crisis can be defined as any climate-related event(s) that can immediately or bring
long-term harm to humans and other living organisms. These events can take many forms, from
species extinctions, invasive species migration, floods, droughts, wildfires and sea-level rise to
mention a few — and have been well documented. Additionally, some of these studies suggest
they are increasing in frequency and intensity.
Recent studies on black carbon in ice cores have found its presence in pre-industrial
revolution and suggest humans already had some impact on the atmosphere, likely due to
agricultural processes before then. Post-industrial revolution, the amount of black carbon in the
cores dramatically increased. Without question, humans impact both weather and climate and
have changed the face of the planet. As the human population increases, biocapacity decreases
along with Earth’s carrying capacity as we use up resources and disrupt Earth’s evolving climate.
There are signs here along the Georgia coast of the impending climate crisis, and we have
limited time to plan, change and adapt. The warning is lapping on our shores as the sea reaches
further inland and the tide is flooding more frequently in addition to other processes such as
habitat change/degradation. The danger is to ignore the warning signs around us and take for
granted that some climate-related processes like sea-level rise are slow relative to others and
not as noticeable over our short lifetimes.
Climate is composed of interconnected processes operating over different spaces and times.
Modifying one or more climate-related processes could have dire consequences –– even if one
can not directly see the negative impacts of human activity on climate and living organisms in a
day or years on the planet we share.
— Chester W. Jackson Jr., Ph.D., Associate Professor of Geology,
Department of Geology & Geography

PARKER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

How Did the Suez Canal
Blockage Back Up
Shipping for Months?
The Suez Canal is a 120 mile long, 670 feet wide,
78 feet deep artificial sea-level waterway. The
alternative to navigating through the Suez Canal to
transport product between East Asia, Europe and
the United States is to sail south of Africa around
the Cape of Good Hope which is 10 days longer
than the Suez route with higher fuel and crew costs.
The Suez Canal is a very important part of routings
for global supply chains. Ships sailing through this
busy waterway account for roughly 12% of global
trade and substantial portions of oil and natural gas
shipments.
So in March 2021, when a 1312’ long and 194’
wide container vessel named the Ever Given ran
aground in the Suez Canal, and blocked traffic
in both directions for 6 days, it was a not just a
local shock, it was a disruption to global trade that
made waves around the world for weeks to come.
The cost of the canal closure was estimated at
$10 billion per day ($7 million per minute). These
costs are staggering, but even more staggering, and
much harder to quantify, are the cascading losses
throughout global supply networks emanating from
the Ever Given’s blockage of the Suez Canal.
On average the canal services 70 ships daily.
Thus, the total traffic jam on both sides of the canal
swelled to over 400 vessels. These essentially idled
resources represented a 20-30% loss in capacity
for a major ocean carrier. Eventually these delayed
vessels arrived at ports of call and created severe
congestion at seaports like the Port of Savannah. It
is often said that timing is everything, and this kink
in global supply chains added another challenge
atop the persistent surge of supply chain challenges
while recovering from the unprecedented
disruptions of the COVID-19 pandemic.
— Jerry Burke, Ph.D., Professor,
Department of Logistics and
Supply Chain Management

JIANN-PING HSU COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Why are there COVID mutations and
what can we expect going forward?
Viruses rely on host organisms to survive and reproduce. As they infect a host,
they evolve because of tiny errors in the replication process. SARS-CoV-2, the
virus that causes COVID-19 disease, is an RNA virus that has the ability to change
every time it replicates due to imperfect proofreading mechanisms. These small
changes are called mutations and sets of mutations are classified as a new variant
when they create an important advantage for the pathogen.
So far in this pandemic, thousands of variants
have been identified, but only four variants
have been designated by the World
Health Organization as ‘Variants
of Concern.’ This label means
the new variant is of public
health significance
due to an increase in
transmissibility, an
increase in virulence
or a change in the
clinical disease
presentation, or
a decrease in the
effectiveness of
public health or
clinical measures
currently in use
to combat the
virus. Currently
designated Variants
of Concern of
SARS-CoV-2 include
those known as Alpha,
Beta, Gamma, and Delta
[and as of publication time,
Omicron].
Current research indicates the
Delta variant is comparatively the most
transmissible and potentially the most virulent
variant we have seen on a large-scale thus far in the pandemic. Understanding
viral evolution and the factors that give rise to mutations is an important part of
anticipating what may come next in this pandemic.
Thankfully, all three of the COVID-19 vaccines (e.g. Moderna, Pfizer/BioNTech,
and Janssen/Johnson & Johnson) authorized or approved for use in the United
States continue to remain highly protective against severe disease caused by the
major variants, but we never know how the virus may outsmart us next. Therefore,
the best way to reduce the probability of a new variant is to limit virus replication
and transmission through the mass vaccination of communities at home and abroad.
Simply put, viruses mutate when they replicate. SARS-CoV-2 is able to replicate
in high numbers when people become infected. Because unvaccinated people are
more likely to become infected, vaccination of the global population will be our
best bet to prevent the rise of more variants in the future.
— Jessica Schwind, Ph.D., assistant professor in the Department of
Biostatistics, Epidemiology and Environmental Health
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The State of Protest Music
Art has been (and still is) a reflection of the society from which it
was created for centuries. Regardless of your political ideology,
place of birth or social status, there is always an injustice worth
protesting. Music is a natural medium through which to express
oneself, especially for those whose voices have been otherwise
repressed. The most poignant example is the music that arose from
former slaves and their descendants who found themselves free but
oppressed in a racially divided America. Beginning with spirituals
and the blues leading to bands such as The Last Poet and Public
Enemy, social commentary is a vital part of musical protest.
The counterculture anti-war sentiments during the Vietnam Era
of Bob Dylan singing “Masters of War” or Jimi Hendrix’s unique
rendition of the “Star Spangled Banner” represent a generation’s
more generalized frustration against global war. Pieces such as
“Threnody for the Victims of Hiroshima” composed by Krzysztof
Penderecki, which uses thick modernistic orchestral textures, show
that these sentiments are not limited to popular genres.
Today’s music is no different. The opening track of Prince’s
HITnRUN Phase Two, “Baltimore,” openly calls out a broken system
saying “Peace is more than the absence of war… …Let’s take all the
guns away” and mentioning Freddie Gray by name merely one month
after his brutal death. The murder of George Floyd also inspired
many to create new works including the single “Black in America” by
Kansas City based Marcus Lewis Big Band.
On the other side of the world, the Russian feminist punk band,
Pussy Riot, first came into international prominence after being
jailed for “hooliganism” during a protest performance (at the alter
in a Moscow cathedral) against the Russian Orthodox Church’s
support for President Vladimir Putin. Members of the band have
allegedly been jailed or put under house arrest for supporting
Putin’s opponents, particularly Alexei Navalny. Rumors are currently

circulating that they have attempted to leave Russia to avoid further
persecution.
Elsewhere, musicians protest by refusing to submit to censorship.
Iranian musician Mehdi Rajabian was arrested for merely announcing
that he planned to use female vocalists, which is banned. Rajabian
continued the album as originally conceived after posting bail.
Musicians in the United States and around the world continue
to use their art as a critical platform and I am happy to report that
protest music is alive and well.
— Russell D. Brown, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Gretsch
School of Music

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Is Remote Learning Here to Stay?
In March 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was necessary
for Georgia Southern University to change its mode of delivering
instruction to what has become known as remote learning. The
University has a decades-long history of providing some courses or
entire programs of study, via distance education, but moving all
instruction to an online delivery mode within a few weeks was
a huge task. Faculty members redesigned courses; policies
were adapted or created, and technology infrastructure was
enhanced and supported in ways not necessary before
the pandemic. Despite the enormity of the task, it was
accomplished through the incredible work of the
faculty, staff and administrators.
The change in delivery mode in March 2020
has been described as emergency remote
teaching by many online learning scholars
because of the circumstances that made
it necessary, and the fact that it was
meant to be temporary. Now that
the initial emergency phase of
the pandemic has passed,
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terms like remote teaching or remote learning are becoming common
as universities around the globe switch to these modes of delivery on
an as-needed basis. The COVID-19 pandemic will not last forever,
but is remote learning here to stay? The short answer is “yes.”
Remote learning skills, knowledge and infrastructure were
developed as an institution in response to COVID-19 and they
continue to be refined. We cannot view the world as we did
prior to March 2020. Even before 2020, there was a
need for continuity of instruction plans due to weather
events like the hurricanes that closed our campus in
recent years. Remote learning is now part of our
institutional capacity. We must retain the ability to
be flexible and responsive by utilizing remote
learning when needed. We just hope it is not
needed often.
— Charles B. Hodges, Ph.D.,
Professor, Department of
Leadership, Technology and
Human Development

WATERS COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Mental Health and Well-Being
Among Collegiate StudentAthletes

COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Feeling More Stressed
Than Ever? What Can You
Do About It?

Stress is a normal part of human experience and, though we
are experiencing larger doses than usual during pandemic
times, we can harness the power of effective coping to
manage stress and achieve goals.
Cultivate awareness. Emotions guide our decisionmaking. Experiential willingness, a concept from
Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, requires
experiencing our feelings without judgment, avoidance,
or being consumed. Unwillingness may result in unhelpful
attempts to control emotion (avoiding responsibilities) or
rid ourselves of emotion (using substances) at the risk of
abandoning meaningful goals. Remember, emotions signal
something important is happening — listen to them.
Recognize signs. Make a list of personal vulnerabilities
(things that make you prone to stress, like poor sleep or
skipping meals) and personal stress signals (like muscle
tension or procrastination). Then, try to anticipate stress
and proactively cope, rather than waiting to react.
Make decisions. Borrowing from Dialectical Behavior
Therapy, we can cope with stress in several ways. First, if
change is possible, we can make it happen. Based on your
assessment of personal vulnerabilities and stress signals,
for example, you may adjust your sleep, exercise, or eating
routines. Well-worn habits are challenging to break, and
effective skills take patience to develop. Stay steadfast and
make incremental changes to ensure success. Second, if
change is not possible, we can cultivate acceptance. While
you may not be able to change a situation, you can change
your attitude toward it. Shift overly negative perspectives
(“This is too hard, I can’t do it.”) to more balanced ones
(“I may be overwhelmed, yet I can still do what matters”).
Lastly, we can choose to do nothing, continue unhelpful
habits, and stay stuck in stress. This may seem the easiest
choice, but the long-term gains are few. Developing new
coping takes time and is well worth the effort.
— Jessica Brooks, Ph.D., LP, Associate Professor,
Department of Psychology

Mental health and well-being are
areas of importance among the
general college student population
as universities have expanded
resources and access pertaining to
mental health support. For example,
researchers have identified the
top 10 factors leading to the most
concern among college students as
academic performance, pressure
to succeed, post-graduation plans,
financial concerns, quality of
sleep, relationships with friends,
relationship with family, overall
health, body image and self-esteem.
These factors contribute to the
experience of depression, anxiety
and stress among this population.
Furthermore, collegiate studentathletes have been identified as
a unique group of students on
college campuses given the varied
and additional demands placed
on them. Indeed, experts suggest
that student-athletes have a unique
lifestyle consisting of personal,
scholastic and physical demands
within an educational system and
public community that also places these athletes in the limelight.
Additional challenges documented by researchers include the
psychological demands of their varied commitments, injury, and
drug and alcohol use. The results of these demands may also be
compounded due to the known cultural and systematic barriers
to health-seeking behavior for these individuals. Specifically, time
restrictions, stigma associated with counseling and fear of losing
one’s athletic status can prevent student-athletes from seeking
services according to experts. Additionally, as student-athletes
navigate the college experience alongside their athletic careers, their
mental health concerns often become public knowledge, potentially
causing further mental and emotional turmoil.
Being the “face” of the university may hinder athletes from seeking
out mental health resources. To address this growing demand, Georgia
Southern developed a collaborative group of professionals to form
the Mental Performance Team, consisting of three Certified Mental
Performance Consultants, two of whom are also licensed mental
health providers, a sports medicine physician and the Senior Associate
Athletic Director for Sports Medicine/Head Athletic Trainer.
— Megan Byrd, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,
Dept. of Health Sciences and Kinesiology
— Brandonn Harris, Ph.D., Professor, Graduate Program
Director, Dept. of Health Sciences and Kinesiology
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RESEARCH BRIEFS
Undergraduate Chosen For Inaugural NOAA
Fisheries Internship

Tremaine Hughes was one of only 15 students selected for a National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration competitive summer
internship that provides students with hands-on experience in marine
science. The biology major said he learned about the program from a
relative who works in the field. The program at NOAA Fisheries called
IN FISH! partners scientists with academic and private nonprofit
researchers to help build a diverse and inclusive workforce.

“During my internship, I learned about complex systems and how they
connect to everyday life, as well as NOAA's many environmental science
departments,” said Hughes, a student on Georgia Southern’s Armstrong
Campus. “This internship provided me with a wealth of knowledge and
allowed me to participate in the research of oceanic trends.”
Hughes was virtually mentored by research fisheries biologists Katey
Marancik and David Richardson, Ph.D., and fishery biologist Harvey
Walsh at the Northeast Fisheries Science Center’s laboratory in
Narragansett, Rhode Island.
“My research focused on the breeding season of Atlantic Bluefin
Tuna, comparing larval fish populations in the Gulf of Mexico and
the Slope Sea,” Hughes said. “The Gulf of Mexico is a major spawning
ground for Western Atlantic Bluefin Tuna, but recent research
has shown that the Slope Sea is another major spawning ground.
Comparing the two areas will help determine what Bluefin Tuna need
in a spawning ground.”
Hughes explained an examination of the data from both locations
showed that the larval fish populations in the Gulf of Mexico and the
Slope Sea were comparable during the Bluefin Tuna spawning season,
implying that the two regions have similar environments.
Due to the pandemic, the 10-week undergraduate program was
conducted online. It included a two-week workshop course and eight
weeks of project experience. Hughes also received a $5,000 stipend,
with tuition and course supplies also covered. The Augusta, Georgia,
native said he gained valuable networking opportunities and jobrelated skills from the internship that will benefit his future career as a
fish biologist.

Public Health Professor Awarded Major Grant
Tilicia Mayo-Gamble, Ph.D., an assistant professor in the Department of Health Policy and
Community Health, has received a $250,000 grant from the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research
Institute for sickle cell study. The project, “Capacity Building to Create a Patient-Centered Research
Dissemination Model,” is a collaborative effort between Mayo-Gamble and Velma McBride
Murry, Ph.D., a professor of health policy and human and organizational development at
Vanderbilt University. The grant will help Mayo-Gamble work with sickle cell patients to
increase knowledge and awareness of useful interventions on chronic disease management.
“When conducting patient-centered research, disseminating the findings has important
implications for patient care,” she noted. “Providers may not be aware of new disease
management strategies to improve the quality of care for their patients. As end-users, patients
have an opportunity to bridge the gap between publication and practice. Yet, patients may not
have the self-efficacy or tools necessary to engage in these conversations.”
Mayo-Gamble explained her project engages patients as partners to develop and implement
a train-the-trainer model to educate patients with sickle cell disease on how to identify
important points in research findings and guide researchers on patient-friendly strategies for
dissemination to ensure research findings reach providers in sickle cell disease care.
“Our hope is that this will also serve as a model for dissemination in other chronic conditions
impacting minority populations,” she said.
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Saving Gullah Geechee
Cultural Heritage

College of Education
Creates Youth
Advocacy Center
Political science major Rachal Phillips (left) and elementary education major
Leah Mikell (right) have been awarded the Cultural Heritage Center’s first
scholarships, funded by the Quarterman & Keller Foundation Inc.

Georgia Southern University is involved in efforts to preserve and
promote the cultural heritage of the Gullah Geechee people. They are
descendants of West Africans who were enslaved on the barrier islands
of Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina and northern Florida.
The collective cultural memory of the Gullah Geechee people has
survived through oral histories and distinctive arts, music, dance,
foodways and language. However, few within the Gullah Geechee
community today can speak their unique African Creole language or
tell the stories of their ancestors who are credited with influencing
Southern and American culture.
In response, Georgia Southern has established the Gullah Geechee
Cultural Heritage Center to aid in the preservation of this fluctuating
culture, honor the myriad contributions made by Gullah Geechee
people and provide educational resources for faculty, students and the
surrounding community.
“We want to increase awareness about the Gullah Geechee culture
and to celebrate it,” said Maxine Bryant, Ph.D, director of the Gullah
Geechee Cultural Heritage Center. “We want to allow a space for the
Gullah Geechee community to come together and problem-solve.”
The center will be located on the Armstrong Campus in Savannah
and have a presence on the Statesboro Campus within the Department
of Africana Studies. Bryant and her team are also designing a
curriculum with the College of Education that is centered in Gullah
Geechee culture for teacher training. There will be opportunities for
professional development for public school teachers, employers and
other entities with similar curriculum.

Georgia Southern University is now home to a
research center dedicated to defending the rights
of young people. The new center is an outgrowth
of the National Youth Advocacy and Resilience
(NYAR) Conference, which was established more
than 30 years ago. The conference served as an
epicenter of information sharing and progress
for supporting young people facing challenges
across the country. The conference recently led to
the creation of the NYAR Research Center. The
interdisciplinary facility, housed in the College of
Education (COE), will enhance the conference’s
efforts in supporting young people.
The NYAR Research Center will conduct
research and develop evidence-based practices
to support professors, educators, community
partners and other adults impacting youth. NYAR
conference co-chairs Alisa Leckie, Ph.D., and Taylor
Norman, Ph.D., initiated the proposal for the center
and assembled a group of Georgia Southern faculty
and administrators to support cutting-edge and
interdisciplinary projects that will have the greatest
impact on youth advocacy and resilience.
The research and work of the NYAR Research
Center is based on five interacting areas developed
by a team including COE’s Cordelia Zinskie, Ed.D.,
that impacts the academic, social and emotional
well-being of youth. Referred to as the five H’s,
the interacting areas include: head for intellectual
achievements and school leadership; heart for
social and emotional skills; hands for safety and
protection; health for physical and mental health;
and home for family and community support.
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HOME
OF THE
PIRATES

Georgia Southern
to Open
Armstrong Hall
of Fame Exhibit on
Savannah Campus
Renderings by Praxis3

Renderings by Praxis3

By 2017, the Armstrong State University
Pirates were an NCAA Division II sports
powerhouse.
It was their 50th year in collegiate
athletics, during which time they won 11
National Championships, 97 Peach Belt
Conference Championships, made 148
NCAA Championship appearances and
produced 316 All-American athletes.
In short, it’s a legacy worth remembering.
As part of its renovations to the Armstrong
Recreation Center (ARC), Georgia Southern
created the Armstrong Hall of Champions
to memorialize Pirate Athletics. The
650-square-foot space in the lobby of the
ARC will feature their national championship
trophies as well as the four Commissioner’s
Cup and President’s Cup trophies they
won for overall excellence and academic
performance.
In addition, the space will feature many
of the banners that hung from the rafters of
Alumni Arena on a wall constructed from its
original flooring. The Hall of Champions will
also offer digital presentations that tell the
40

GEORGIA SOUTHERN

WINTER 2022

story of the Pirates and the student-athletes
that made them great.
“Obviously for me it’s been a labor of
love to get this done with the tremendous
student-athletes and coaches and
administrators that went through this
program,” said Lisa Sweany, former
Armstrong director of athletics and current
assistant vice president for administration at
Georgia Southern. “We had a lot of successes
in the athletics department, and to be able to
finally get this pulled together and recognize
those accomplishments is really, really
exciting for Pirate athletics.”
The space will be formally unveiled to
the public in a ribbon-cutting ceremony on
Friday, Feb. 11 at 2:30 p.m.
“This is really just an important step
for Georgia Southern to make sure that
the communities in both Savannah and
Statesboro do not forget what Armstrong
athletics was about,” said Chad Jackson,
former Armstrong sports information
director and current director of athletics
communications at Georgia Southern. “It’s a
first step, but it’s an important first step.”
It would be nearly impossible to catalog
the history of Armstrong athletics in an
entire magazine, much less a single article.
However, former student-athletes shared
some of the highlights of their time as

Pirates, and the program’s place in the
Savannah community and in NCAA history.
IKE WILLIAMS,
Men’s Basketball, 1971-1975
If you look at the record books for Armstrong
basketball, you’ll find Ike Williams’ name
everywhere. He’s the second all-time leading
scorer in Pirates history, second in field
goals made, sixth in rebounds, first in free
throws made, second in steals, seventh in
assists, fourth in points per game. He is also
a two-time collegiate All-American, ranked
nationally by the Associated Press and
United Press International — and all this at
just under 6 feet 4 inches tall.
“I was never the totem pole on the team,”
he said, laughing. “But I always had good
physical skills. I could always jump pretty
well, so I had to jump among the big guys
who were three, four or five inches taller
than me most of the time.”
Williams played from 1971-1975 under
coach Bill Alexander, who was a pioneer
of the program and an excellent recruiter,
nabbing blue-chip local talent like Williams
from Johnson High School and legendary
player Sam Berry from Savannah High.
Back then, the Pirates played in the
Savannah Civic Center, often to large,
energetic crowds. And though Williams

would be drafted by the Detroit Pistons in
the NBA, he says nothing compared to some
of the games he played for Armstrong.
“When we played Savannah State
University, that was just citywide,” he said.
“People came from all around town. I mean,
I think it held eight or nine thousand people,
but I don’t think they had enough seats when
we played those games.
“That’s the highlight of my whole life.”
CALVAIN CULBERSON,
Baseball, 1985-1988 (Student-Athlete ),
1995-2017 (Asst. Coach & Head Coach)
Calvain Culberson is one of the few Pirates
alumni to see Armstrong athletics from both
sides of the whistle.
A native of Rome, Georgia, Culberson
joined the Pirates baseball team in 1985
under legendary coach Joe Roberts, the
second all-time winningest baseball coach in
NCAA Division II history. When Culberson
arrived, Armstrong had just moved up as a
founding member of the Division I Big South
Conference. Though they never took the
championship, they boasted winning records
and won their division two out of three years.
In 1988, they moved back down to Division II
and made it to the College World Series.
During his four years as an outfielder,
Culberson left his mark on the Armstrong
baseball record books. He is first all-time for
stolen bases, second for runs scored, seventh
in triples and total bases, and boasted a
32-game hitting streak in 1988. After the ‘88
season, he was drafted by the Atlanta Braves,
and then after two seasons moved to the role
of pitcher and made his way up to Triple-A
with the Cincinnati Reds and the Boston Red
Sox before retiring in 1995.
When he finished his career, Roberts was
looking for an assistant, and asked if he
would be interested in coming back to coach.
“I mean, that was kind of a no-brainer,”
said Culberson. “I’d love to coach at my alma
mater and coach with him because he was
such a great coach.”
As an assistant coach, Culberson helped
Roberts and the Pirates to even more
success. Armstrong made it to the Division
II College World Series Regionals seven
times, won the Peach Belt Tournament twice,
and won the Peach Belt regular season title
four times. In 2014, after Roberts retired
from coaching, Culberson took the reins as
head coach of the Pirates and continued
their winning ways. He took the team to
the Peach Belt Conference championship
twice and amassed an overall 104-91 head
coaching record.
“I loved coaching here,” he said. “I can

say that it was something that I’d always
dreamed about doing — coming back to
where I played for Coach Roberts. My wife is
also from Savannah and had a job here at the
University. It was just a perfect fit.”
Culberson says the Hall of Champions
is a way to remember the great tradition of
excellence at Armstrong.
“I’m very appreciative that Georgia
Southern and Dr. Marrero and supporters are
wanting to honor the history that was here.
It means a lot, and it’s going to mean a lot to
the former student-athletes that were here.”
DZIYANA NAZARUK,
Women’s Tennis, 2004-2007
A native of Minsk, Belarus, Dziyana Nazaruk
came to Armstrong when she was 17 years
old. She didn’t speak English, and she’d
never experienced life outside the former
Soviet Union.
“I grew up during perestroika in the ’90s,
which were difficult times for everybody,”
she said. “So tennis was kind of an
escape from the reality, and it was also
an opportunity to do something different
in life.”
Nazaruk had been recruited by several
universities, but she chose Armstrong not
only because they had a Russian assistant
coach who guided her through recruitment,
but also because when she looked at a map,
she saw Savannah was near the ocean.
“It sounded so exotic,” she said.
By the time Nazaruk arrived, Armstrong
tennis was widely considered a juggernaut,
winning a pair of national championships
in the mid-1990s, and head coach Simon
Earnshaw was continuing that trend.
In all four years as a player, Nazaruk and
the women’s tennis team won the Peach Belt
Championship and made it to the NCAA
Division II tournament. In 2005, however,
they went undefeated, winning both the
conference and NCAA championships.
Nazaruk was named the Intercollegiate
Tennis Association’s “Player to Watch” that
year, and she is ninth on the all-time match
wins list for singles, and 11th for doubles.
“It was amazing,” said Nazaruk about their
national championship. “It wasn’t about just
an individual win. It was the whole team
just crying together, including our coaches.
That was definitely the most amazing
experience ever.”
But when she’s asked about the highlight
of her time at Armstrong, Nazaruk says
it was more about the family she found,
with teammates, in classes and on campus.
And today, as an assistant professor in the
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health

at Georgia Southern, she wants to pay that
experience forward.
“When I came here, people were helping
for no reason, and that was weird to me,” she
said. “To this day, I feel like if I can do that
for my students sometimes or in some way
would be such a big accomplishment. Being
there for somebody during a difficult time,
you know how you can help them.”
The Hall of Champions will forever be
home to even more stories like these. It will
be a place where students and community
members can get a glimpse of Pirate history,
and where former student-athletes can
remember their glory days.
“Oh, man, my grandkids are going to be
happy,” said Williams. “They’re going to know
who their grandpa was.”
— Doy Cave

WINNING
PROGRAMS
Peach Belt Conference
Champions
Baseball6
Men’s Basketball2
Women’s Basketball2
Women's Golf2
Women’s Soccer6
Softball3
Men’s Tennis23
Women’s Tennis40
Volleyball12

NCAA Championships
Appearances
Baseball14
Men’s Basketball8
Women’s Basketball3
Men’s Cross Country11
Women’s Cross Country9
Men’s Golf13
Women’s Golf4
Women’s Soccer9
Softball15
Men’s Tennis25
Women’s Tennis23
Volleyball14
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AGAINST THE CURRENT
Meredith Novack finds
her lane at Georgia
Southern, breaks world
record and convention
A professional swimmer and triathlete, world-record
holder, coach, motivator and model, Meredith Novack has
heard it all.
You’re too short. You’re too small. You’re too old. And
her personal favorite — you don’t look like a professional
swimmer.
But Novack, who graduated from Georgia Southern
University in 2000 with a bachelor’s in sports
management while dually competing in collegiate NCAA
Division 1 swimming and cross country, doesn’t have time
for doubt. She’s too focused on what’s important to her.
“If you're going to make it in professional athletics, you
need to have a lot of grit and determination and you have
to have to want it,” Novack said. “I think that's probably
the number one requirement. You need to want it so
badly. I've always wanted to be the best that I can be.
That's definitely what drives me.”
That tenacity has led to numerous career highs for
Novack, an All-American triathlete who competed for the
U.S. in four world championships. Within her 14-year elite
triathlon career, she was the Gatorade Triathlon National
Series Champion.
In 2013, Novack became the first woman to swim
Hawaii’s “Maui Double,” a grueling, 20-mile open water
swim from Maui to Lanai and back. She smashed the
world record, clocking in at 11 hours and one minute,
outpacing previous competitors by more than 40 minutes.
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“I never had a moment where I thought I couldn't,” said Novack. “I was
extremely physically prepared so I didn't have any doubts that I could
handle it physically or mentally. The way I approached my swim training
was to back-half everything. I always think that nothing starts until the last
50% of whatever I'm doing. I always try to finish stronger and to go harder
at the end. That served me very, very well in this channel swim. In my
mind, the swim really didn't start until after halfway.”
Considered one of the most dangerous swims in the world, footage of
Novack went viral after the Surf Channel, who captured her achievement
on video, showed a tiger shark, estimated to be 12 feet long, trailing her by
several yards in the final quarter stretch.
But Novack, who trained up to seven hours a day for eight
months in “every single condition you can think of” for the
challenge, wasn’t deterred.
She’d been racing toward that moment her whole life.
The daughter of two tennis professionals, Novack was born in Florida,
grew up in Hong Kong and Mexico and was one of the “first babies on
tour.” Her mom played on the professional circuit, including matches in
the US Open and French Open.
“We moved a lot,” Novack said. “I went to quite a few different schools,
but the one thread that was always common was swimming. I really loved
swimming. I started swimming at nine years old competitively, and I was
one of those phenomenon kids. I was in the top five in the world.”
By 13 years old, Novack participated in double morning practices
multiple times a week in high-octane atmospheres.
“I had phenomenal coaches growing up,” she said. “I swam with these
factories that produced Olympian after Olympian. It was so exciting to go
to practice. If you loved swimming, it was a complete dream.”
Following years of rigorous swimming practicums, moving into collegiate
athletics didn’t present a major obstacle, yet university life did. Unhappy
at a school in the northeast, she told her parents she wasn’t going back at
the end of her first year.
Following a summer-long argument, her parents insisted she earn a
college degree. Novack finally agreed, but the location had to be warm
and offer a D1 swimming program.
“The only school in the entire country that hadn't started that fit the
criteria was Georgia Southern,” said Novack.
The University had a late start that year due to construction. Novack’s
parents contacted head swimming coach Scott Farmer immediately.

AN ‘ACCIDENTAL EAGLE’ FINDS A PERFECT FIT

“So they called up Coach Farmer,” explained Novack. “He said, ‘Fly her
here, I’ll get her in.’ And I literally was on a plane the next day. It was like,
wow. I had never heard of Georgia Southern. I flew there, sight unseen
and I ended up loving it. It was a fantastic fit. The team was so nice. Coach
Farmer is a legend. He went on to be the athletic director of the school.
Had I not gone to Georgia Southern, I wouldn't have been able to both run
and swim Division 1, which led me to my professional career after college.”
By her junior year she was competing in cross country and backstroke
and swimming medley relays.
“I lived to go to track meets and swim meets,” Novack said. “It was
definitely challenging at times, but I think a lot of credit goes to my
coaches because they always took me seriously, which is quite amazing
because most athletes are not bothering their coaches about future
professional careers. They worked together to help make it work for me.”
Novack began successfully competing in international triathlons and
soon asked the USA Triathlon committee for permission to turn pro at 20.
“Even though I was one of the best athletes in the world at the time,
I was told no because I was too young,” Novack recalled. “Professional
athletes were around 30 years old or older. I had this argument for almost
five years until I was 25. I was so good they could not say no. I had seven
Top 10 results at major triathlons with more than 2,000 competitors.”

Straight out of college Novack moved to central Florida, the hotbed of
racing. She continued to compete internationally through her mid-30s
while she coached club and collegiate swimmers and triathletes, as well as
Olympic and master swimmers, across the U.S., Australia and Asia. At 37,
she signed with a modeling agency and served as a brand representative
and spokesmodel for Gatorade, BeachBody, Ironman and Riverflow by
Current Systems, among others.
In early 2020, Novack left a coaching stint in Singapore as COVID’s
spread closed borders. She is now in her second season as the head
women’s swimming coach at Pfeiffer University, located outside of
Charlotte, North Carolina.
Also a motivational speaker, Novack appreciates her broad
spectrum of audiences.
“My goal in life has always been to motivate and inspire,” she said. “And
being a professional swimmer and being an extreme swimmer has let
me reach thousands and thousands of people around the world. So I'm
fortunate that I can coach and touch people personally, and that I can also
compete and do these wild events so that I have a much larger platform. I
hope in the future to do more work on television as a commentator so that
I can get people excited about swimming and sport, and educate.”
On the horizon is ice swimming, which takes place in water
temperatures of 5 degrees celsius or colder.
Noting the “very competitive” environment of extreme swimming,
Novack isn’t quite ready to share specifics, only hinting at her next great
challenge.
“What can I tell you? I'm working on more world-record swims,”
she said. “It's something that's on my mind and in my heart that I
think I can do.”
Foiling convention comes naturally to Novack.
“I'm in my 40s, you know, and people ask me if I am going to slow
down,” she said. “And I say, ‘absolutely not.’ I think I'm just starting to hit
my prime. It's been really crazy because since college, I've managed to get
faster. I think age is a myth.” — Melanie Simón
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CHAMPIONSHIP BERTH
Women’s Soccer Battles
to the End in Team’s
First Sun Belt Title Match
In a close title match with defending champions South Alabama, the
Eagles fought hard, but ended their first Sun Belt Championship run after
a crushing second-half Jaguars score.
South Alabama built a 10-1 edge in shots in the first half, but both teams
could only put one shot on goal.
In the second half, Georgia Southern had a golden opportunity to take
the lead just 14 seconds into play, but Vala Kristin Theodorsdottir's header
hit the right post and caromed out.
The Jaguars would take the lead in the 57th minute as Sun Belt Player
of the Year Gracie Wilson drove in from the right side and uncorked a shot
four yards outside the box that curled inside the near post for the 1-0 lead.
The Eagles pressed for the equalizer in the final 15 minutes. A service
from Maddie Klintworth was just inches out in front of Sade Heinrichs in
an attempt to redirect it towards goal, and Theodorsdottir had a try from
distance in the 83rd minute that was saved.
"We gave it all we had and came up a little bit short today in the final,"
Georgia Southern Head Women's Soccer Coach Chris Adams said. "I
believe our team should hold our heads high! This group has battled all
year long and done everything that is asked of them. I am proud of their
growth and maturity since I took over in December. I want to thank our
seniors for all they have contributed to this program, and I want them to
know that they made us proud. Hail Southern, and Go Eagles!"
On the road to their first Sun Belt Championship appearance, the
Georgia Southern women’s soccer team fought their way through a field of
fierce competition.
After a first round bye, the fourth-seeded Eagles faced fifth-seeded
Coastal Carolina, a team that beat them 4-1 during the regular season.
After Marcela Montoya’s goal 22 seconds into the second half, Georgia
Southern kept the Chanticleers scoreless in their 1-0 win.
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They faced eighth-seeded University of Louisiana-Monroe in the
semifinal. Despite their lower ranking, the Warhawks toppled top-seeded
Arkansas State before facing the Eagles. ULM struck early, leading
1-0 until the second half, when Georgia Southern scored twice in four
minutes, holding out for the comeback win.
The electrifying championship run put the Eagles at 11-7-4 for the
season — the Eagles first winning record since 2014.
Four Eagles were named to the All-Tournament Team at the conclusion
of the match - midfielder Olivia Durham, goalkeeper Michaela English,
defender Sade Heinrichs and midfielder Marcela Montoya. Georgia
Southern also placed three players on the All-Conference team —
graduate student Marcela Montoya and redshirt freshman Elis Nemtsov
were first-team honorees, while sophomore Sade Heinrichs was a secondteam honoree.

A WINNING SEASON

Eagles Quarterfinals Comeback Falls Short
in Sun Belt Volleyball Tournament
In just their fourth appearance in the Sun Belt Tournament since joining the
conference in 2014, Georgia Southern fell just short of a comeback, losing
to the University of Texas-Arlington, 3-2.
The quarterfinal game, held on Nov. 19 in Foley, Alabama, was a rematch
against UTA, who ended the Eagles tournament run in 2020, 3-1. In this
game, however, Georgia Southern dug in for a final set that saw seven ties
and six lead changes before UTA sealed the win.
"Just a heck of an effort today,” said Head Coach Chad Willis. “I know it's
not the result we wanted, but I'm so incredibly proud of this group—they
battled and stayed resilient, did everything we asked them to do and left it
on the floor. You can't learn from moments unless you're in them, so we'll use
this experience as another step forward as we continue to pursue excellence
and build for championships."
Senior Hannah McGlockton put down two kills as the Eagles (17-11) scored
four straight points to open a 7-4 cushion in the fifth set. UTA came roaring
back and scored the next five points to take the lead, 9-7, but Georgia
Southern, sparked by a pair of kills by senior Maddie Bryant, answered by
scoring four of the next five to go back in front 12-10. After a UTA kill cut
the margin to one point, the Eagles had chances to add to the lead, but
consecutive attack attempts sailed just wide. UTA's Brianna Ford took over
from there, putting down two kills for the final two points of the match.
Georgia Southern setter Madison Brown matched her career-high with
54 assists in her final contest and passed the 3,000 career assist mark,
finishing with 3,005, which ranks fifth all-time at Georgia Southern.
Senior Baylor Bumford matched her career high with 19 kills to go
along with seven blocks, and Bryant finished with 14 kills and two blocks.
McGlockton chipped in 13 kills, and freshman Ashlyn Lovett registered 19
digs. Brown also recorded 11 digs, five blocks, four kills and two aces.
This year marks the first winning season for Georgia Southern since
entering the Sun Belt Conference. They finished with a 17-11 record overall
and 9-7 record in conference play.

ALL-CONFERENCE EAGLES

Two Eagles also made all-conference lists this year. Bumford was named
first-team All-Sun Belt, and Lovett was named the conference's Freshman of
the Year.
Bumford ranks second in the Sun Belt in hitting percentage (.368) and
posted a mark of .372 in conference matches, which also ranked second.
She averaged 2.44 kills and 0.78 blocks in league matches and reached
double figures in kills in nine contests this season, including a career-high
19 vs. Georgia State Oct. 9. Her 13 solo blocks in conference play were tied
for the sixth most in the Sun Belt, and she has posted four-plus blocks in
15 contests this season. Bumford is the first Eagle to earn first-team All-Sun
Belt honors since Lauren Reichard in 2017.
Lovett became the first player in school history to be named the Sun Belt
Freshman of the Year. The two-time Sun Belt Defensive Player of the Week
selection ranked fourth in the league in digs – first among freshmen - in
conference matches with 4.72 per set. Lovett totaled double-figure digs in
15 of 16 league contests and 20 matches overall and has posted 20-plus
digs seven times this season. Lovett had just seven reception errors in 254
attempts in conference play and also averaged 0.64 and 0.20 aces per set.
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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CLAY HELTON IS GEORGIA SOUTHERN’S
NEW HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
Georgia Southern University named Clay Helton the 11th full-time
head coach in the Georgia Southern modern football era. Helton
previously led the University of Southern California to a Rose Bowl
title following the 2016 season and won a Pac-12 championship in
2017. In announcing his hiring, Georgia Southern Director of Athletics
Jared Benko said, “Clay is renowned for not only his coaching abilities
but for the person that he is. He's an elite offensive mind who has
produced record-setting offenses and high NFL Draft picks everywhere
he's coached. … He also takes great pride in producing men of
character and future leaders.”
The 49-year-old Helton went 46-24 (.657) as the head coach of the
USC Trojans while leading them to three conference championship
games and 12 victories over AP Top 25 teams, including three in the
Top 5 and four in the Top 10. He went 5-1 in a pandemic-shortened
2020 season and was 8-5 in 2019 with wins over No. 23 Stanford and
No. 10 Utah. Helton went 11-3 in 2017 with wins over No. 14 Stanford
twice (including in the Pac-12 Championship Game) and No. 23
Arizona and went 10-3 in 2016 with wins over No. 4 Washington, No. 5
Penn State in a legendary Rose Bowl thriller and No. 21 Colorado.
"I am very humbled to be named the head football coach at Georgia
Southern University," Helton said. "Thank you to President Marrero,
Athletic Director Jared Benko, the search committee and the entire
Georgia Southern family for this amazing opportunity. This football
program represents a tradition of excellence spread over the past 40
years but has won six national championships and three bowl games
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in that short amount of time. The passion and love its alumni and fans
have for the University are second to none. Georgia Southern has
always prided itself on the highest levels of success, and I welcome
those expectations. We will have a staff and a team representing the
toughness, discipline and GATA mentality on which this program was
founded. I cannot wait to get started to build a football program that
is consistently winning championships and is the platinum standard of
college football on a national scale."
Helton joined the USC staff in February of 2010 as the quarterbacks
coach after spending 10 seasons as an assistant at Memphis. He added
the passing game coordinator role in 2012 and became the offensive
coordinator in 2013. In 2013, he served as USC's interim head coach
in its victory over Fresno State in the Las Vegas Bowl. He had a 10-year
(2000-09) career with Memphis, starting as the running backs coach
for three seasons, then coached the Tigers' receivers for the next four
seasons before becoming the offensive coordinator and quarterbacks
coach for the final three years. During Helton's time, Memphis played
in five bowls: the 2003 and 2007 New Orleans Bowls, 2004 GMAC
Bowl, 2005 Motor City Bowl, and 2008 St. Petersburg Bowl.
Before Memphis, he was the running backs coach at Houston, his
alma mater, for three seasons (1997-99), working under his father, head
coach Kim Helton. He began his coaching career at Duke, serving as a
graduate assistant in 1995 and then the running backs coach in 1996.
Helton and his wife, Angela, have three children: sons Reid and Turner
and daughter Aubrey.

SIDELINES
SUN BELT ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
The Sun Belt Conference selected Mason McWhorter as
the 2020-21 Male Athlete of the Year. He is the second
Georgia Southern student-athlete to earn this honor,
following golfer Steven Fisk in 2019 and he’s the first
baseball player to earn the award since South Alabama's
Kevin Hill in 2016. Born in Cumming, Georgia, McWhorter
completed his fifth season in Statesboro and started
nearly every game during his five-year career. He broke
the school record for doubles (67) and is ranked in the
top five in multiple statistical categories during his time at
Georgia Southern. McWhorter was named the 2021 Sun
Belt Player of the Year, along with collecting multiple AllAmerica nods. Included in those All-American honors, was
a CoSIDA First-Team Academic All-American, joining three
other Eagle baseball players to earn the distinction.

MEN’S TENNIS

NEW COACH IN CHARGE
Georgia Southern director of athletics Jared Benko named
Jeremy Bayon head coach of the men’s tennis team. Bayon
comes to Statesboro after two successful seasons as an
assistant coach with the Nebraska women's tennis program
and has 11 years of experience coaching men's tennis in the
Southeastern Conference. At Nebraska, Bayon made an
immediate impact on the program, helping the Cornhuskers to
an 11-4 record in a shortened 2019-2020 campaign. Most of
Bayon's coaching experience comes from his long stint in the
SEC, first at Mississippi State University from 2001 to 2003
with the men's team and then at the University of Florida,
under men's head coach Andy Jackson from 2003 to 2012.

TWO EAGLE PITCHERS MAKE
MLB DRAFT
Georgia Southern baseball's Nick Jones and Jordan Jackson
both heard their names called on day two of the 2021 MLB
First-Year Player Draft. Jones was selected in the 8th round
by the Los Angeles Angels while Jackson was selected in
the 10th round by the Seattle Mariners. The 2021 MLB
Draft marks the fifth time in the last eight drafts that the
Eagles have had multiple players selected. Jones is the first
left-handed pitcher to be drafted since Connor Simmons in
2017 and the highest southpaw since Sam Howard in the
third round of the 2014 MLB Draft. Jones finished the 2021
season tying the Georgia Southern school record for saves
with 17. Jackson finished the 2021 season with a 4-6 record,
striking out 74 batters on the year, highlighted by a careerhigh 11 against Arkansas State.

RIFLE

EAGLES CAPTURE STATE CROWN
The rifle team claimed its second straight Georgia Collegiate
Championship with wins over North Georgia and Georgia
Military College in October at the Shooting Sports Education
Center on the Statesboro Campus. The Eagles posted a team
aggregate of 4,576 to take the crown. In smallbore, Bella
Gamez took first with a 570, tying her career high. Kinsley
Hannon tied her career high with a 568 to place second and
Amy Visconti set a new personal best with a 566 to take third.
Ashley Judson and Brianne Staton also posted strong scores
to account for the 2,266 team total. Judson took first in air
rifle with a 584 followed by Hannon for second place. Hannon
set a career high with a 1,150 aggregate to take the gold medal.
Judson was close behind in second place. The 2,266 team
smallbore was the third-best score in program history.

MEN’S GOLF

ANDRESS WINS GSGA MATCH
PLAY CHAMPIONSHIP
Senior Wilson Andress won the 102nd Georgia State
Golf Association Match Play Championship. He won five
matches in three days at McLemore Club in Rising Fawn,
Georgia. "Winning a GSGA state title is something I've
always dreamed of since I started playing golf, and to have
finally done it is a pretty cool feeling," said Andress. "It was a
really long week, but I just kept focusing on the match I had
and before I knew it, I was in the championship match and
winning it. Glad I can finally say I'm a GSGA champion and
join all the rest of my teammates who have done the same.
I can't thank everyone enough for the support, including
Eagle Nation! Thank y'all and Hail Southern!"

STUDENT-ATHLETES

EAGLES HONORED FOR WORK
IN THE CLASSROOM
A record 213 Georgia Southern student-athletes were
honored by the Sun Belt Conference for their work in
the classroom with the yearly release of the Academic
Commissioner's List and Honor Roll. The 213 total studentathletes included 122 named to the Commissioner's List
and 91 to the Honor Roll. The number surpasses the 195
student-athletes honored during the 2016-17 academic year.
Men's Soccer and Softball tied for the largest number of
Eagle student-athletes on the SBC Commissioner's List with
18 apiece. Football had the most student-athletes on the
SBC Honor Roll with 24, while Baseball had the most overall
honorees with 32. Women's Soccer had the most overall
honorees among women sports with 25. The Commissioner's
List honors student-athletes who earned a 3.5 grade point
average (GPA) or better during the 2020-21 academic
year while the Academic Honor Roll honors those studentathletes who maintained a GPA between 3.00 and 3.49 for
the academic year.
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JUST ANOTHER MONDAY

It was a hot, late-summer day at the Farmers
Market in Tybee Island, Georgia. Perched
under the protection of a broad-brimmed
hat sparkled the bright hazel eyes of Alice
Gerber, Ed.D. (’74, ’06,’06). The 91-year-old
was cheerfully preparing her stand to sell her
paintings, handmade jewelry and art pieces
made from recycled materials. All sales
benefited the Get Excited and Move (GEM)
program for people with Parkinson’s disease
Gerber helped found.
Originally from Chicago, Gerber graduated
from Northwestern. Then, while visiting
relatives in Savannah, she met her future
husband, businessman, Marx Gerber.
“My aunt fixed me up on a blind date with
Marx,” said Gerber. “I went back home and he
called me every evening. It was one of those
long distance romances.”
After marrying and beginning a teaching
career in Savannah, her knack for helping
special education students was discovered.
So Gerber went to Georgia Southern for a
master’s degree in education.
Then everything changed.

PARKINSON’S DISEASE STRUCK

AN
UNBELIEVABLE
MEMORY

At 91, Triple Eagle Alice Gerber
Still Supporting People with
Parkinson's Disease
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In 1980, Gerber’s husband was diagnosed
with Parkinson’s disease. Before the diagnosis,
the couple traveled the world for years trying
everything they could to diagnose the disease
and ease the symptoms.
“We didn't actually get a diagnosis until
toward the very end of his life because few
people knew what Parkinson's was and they
couldn’t diagnose it like today,” said Gerber.
Infuriated by the lack of information and
support, Gerber set about to change things.
She helped organize the first meeting of
the Savannah Parkinson's Support Group.
Due to Gerber’s relentless drive for more
information, she became an expert herself,
often teaching health care providers
and caregivers how to best care for
Parkinson's patients.

BACK TO SCHOOL AT 72

While working with the Parkinson’s group,
Gerber realized they all had something in
common. That realization changed her life
again. At age 72, she wanted to conduct
research on Parkinson's disease.
“So, I went to Georgia Southern and said I'd
like to do some research,” explained Gerber.
“They said ‘start school tomorrow’ and I said,
you're crazy. I haven’t been in school for
35 years. ‘You start tomorrow and we'll get
somebody to help you.’ They got the head of
nursing to help me.”
What Gerber’s research discovered was
that many of the Parkinson’s group were born

Photos by Jonathan Chick

in rural areas, drank well water when they were children and had
parents or grandparents involved in agriculture.
“Now, I felt back then that paraquat [a widely used herbicide] in the
soil was one of the things that was causing the disease,” said Gerber.
“Of course, the ‘experts’ poo pooed me. Today, scientists are sure that
paraquat is one of the triggers of Parkinson's.”
Gerber graduated with a doctorate in educational leadership and
administration in 2006.
During the research phase of her doctoral dissertation, Gerber
met and began working with the great boxer and Parkinson’s patient,
Muhammad Ali, establishing a long-lasting friendship.
“Muhammad Ali was very, very helpful to me with GEM,” said
Gerber. “He was kind and did a lot of lovely things to help me
financially and otherwise.”

THE WHOLE STORY

“That's the whole story of me and why I'm doing it, how I'm doing it,”
said Gerber. “It's amazing. We started out with seven people in GEM,
we’ve got over 300 people in there today. That's all it takes is one or
two people trying.”
Many patrons of the farmers market kept dropping by to purchase
her artwork and to chat, remembering her as the teacher they or
their children, even grandchildren had known. Unbelievably, Gerber
remembered each one of them, their story and the artwork they had
previously purchased.
“My paintings are 10 dollars,” said Gerber to a customer. “I sign
anything you buy in case I become famous.”
In the Parkinson’s community, Alice Gerber is already famous.
— Liz Walker
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WHEN A CITY GETS HACKED

Alumnus Barry Hensley Leads the Defense Against
Cyber Attacks
In 2018 when the Atlanta city government
was targeted by a disastrous ransomware
attack, the city turned to a Georgia Southern
alumnus for help. Cybersecurity expert and
retired Army Col. Barry Hensley (‘86), acted
as incident commander, briefing Atlanta
Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms and her staff
twice a day.
That’s not usually his day job. As the chief
threat intelligence officer and member of the
executive leadership team for Atlanta-based
Secureworks, Hensley often advises Fortune
500 companies on how to prepare for and
recover from major cybersecurity breaches.
Hensley said incident commander is a “surge
role” that he performs from time to time.
“I was blessed to have the latitude to roll up
my sleeves and be the incident commander
on probably a dozen of the 1,400 incidence
response engagements we had last year,”
said Hensley.

FROM COLLEGE TO ARMY LIFE

Hensley began his college career at Georgia
Southern because it was “a respected
institution close to home in Liberty County.”
That was important to him because his high
school sweetheart, Angie, was a year behind
him. She later joined him at Georgia Southern
and became his wife.
The final deciding factor was Hensley’s
receipt of a four-year Army ROTC
scholarship. He was interested in the nascent
information systems industry and at the same
time wanted a balanced background from
a business perspective. So, the Bachelor of
Business Administration with a concentration
in information systems was a natural fit.
“My wife would say I spent most of my time
at Georgia Southern in the library studying,
as my GPA and ROTC performance had a lot
to do with my ability to be selected for active
duty as a commissioned officer and my branch
selection of choice,” said Hensley.
In Hensley’s junior year, he attended
Advanced Camp, during which ROTC
cadets are assessed for potential to serve
as commissioned officers. In a competition
among over 2,000 cadets at Fort Bragg, North
Carolina, Hensley proved a winner.
“I was 15th out of the thousands that
participated and I was number one in the
cadets from Georgia Southern,” explained
Hensley. “That allowed me to be chosen as
50

GEORGIA SOUTHERN

WINTER 2022

cadet battalion commander and my branch of
choice.”
Hensley's choice was as a signal officer
in the Signal Corps, a set of soldiers and
units who install, operate, maintain and
defend both the tactical and strategic
communications networks of the Army,
including the cybersecurity mission.
“The pinnacle of my Army career was
commanding the 57th Signal Battalion
into Iraq,” said Hensley. “Another notable
assignment was DoD’s Joint Task Force Global
Network Operations which rolled into today’s
U.S. Cyber Command.”
Hensley feels that Georgia Southern
professors gave him the foundation for a
successful Army and private sector career.
“Dr. Tom Case, my long-time mentor, had a
very patriotic view and took a special interest
in ROTC cadets and their professional
growth,” said Hensley.
Case kept up with Hensley’s career in the
Army and while a course instructor at Fort
Gordon, Georgia, U.S. Army Cyber Command
headquarters, he included Hensley’s bio in
his slide deck to show that Hensley, from
Georgia Southern, had advanced to the rank
of colonel.

“It was embarrassing,” said Hensley with a
laugh. “Finally, after four years, I got him to
take me off the slide deck.”

THE TRANSITION TO THE
PRIVATE SECTOR

Cybersecurity in the corporate world seems
far distant from Hensley’s more than 24-year
career in the U.S. Army. It was quite a change
from the command structure, something
Hensley had to face in his transition.
Similar to his command in the Signal Corps
though, Hensley leads some of the nation’s
top security experts who identify and analyze
emerging cyber threats and develop rapid
countermeasures in support of over 5,200
customers in 78 countries.
A 2009 information technology
alumnus of the year, Hensley is proud of
Georgia Southern.
“I have pride in the fact that Georgia
Southern continues to provide the
foundational education that allows industry
professionals to be successful today,” said
Hensley. “And I am very blessed for not only
the education system they provided, but
also the lifelong friends and support that I've
received throughout my career.”
			 — Liz Walker

A CONNECTION

FROM THE

HEART
Alumna Dee Dixon is
Georgia Red Cross CEO

When Dee Dixon (’88) began her first Red Cross job as chief
development officer, she wasn’t sure how long she would stay. Dixon
was uncertain that she was cut out to move from the corporate world
to the nonprofit world.
Then Hurricane Michael came.
Dixon and a handful of Red Cross executives and volunteers
traveled from Atlanta to south Georgia to assess the situation caused
by Michael and provide food and water to the devastated area.
“We were warned to get gas before we reached the area because all
the stations were closed,” said Dixon.
After pulling over in an abandoned parking lot to view a map of the
area, the Red Cross team began to hear tapping on the windows of
their SUV. They turned around and saw a line of cars behind them and
people from the cars tapping on the window.
“They said, ‘You guys are the Red Cross,’” Dixon recalled. “‘We're so
hungry. Do you have food? Do you have any water? My neighbor's son
is disabled and they have no food or water. Can you come with us into
our community?’”
The Red Cross delegation followed them in and rolled out of the car
with the needed supplies.
“I knew right then that the Red Cross is more than blood and
floods,” said Dixon. “When I saw the care for the communities
impacted by the disaster, it tugged on my heart. I felt like, ‘OK, I'll
probably be at the Red Cross a little bit longer.’”
Now, that little bit longer has turned into four years.
Appointed CEO of the American Red Cross of Georgia this past
June, Dixon has been involved in it all, from fundraising to blood
drives and disasters. In this role, she’ll oversee the organization that
serves more than 10 million people and helps to ensure a safe and
ready blood supply.

THE GEORGIA SOUTHERN CONNECTION

The former homecoming queen and cheerleader from Metter, Georgia,
has come a long way since graduating from Georgia Southern with a
bachelor’s degree in business administration.
Dixon was able to get her first post-graduation job quickly at MCI
Telecommunications in Atlanta, thanks in part to Georgia
Southern’s reputation.
“I remember that the hiring manager at MCI said they wouldn't
have hired me, but my college degree was from Georgia Southern, a
reputable and good school,” said Dixon. “That was a pretty big deal to
get hired by a big name company right after college.”

Dixon speaks at the Anheuser-Busch Brewery in Cartersville, Georgia,
where emergency drinking water is produced for East Coast disasters.

The American Red Cross receives a $1 million donation from the
Anheuser-Busch Foundation in honor of National Preparedness Month. Pictured
are (L to R): Gov. Bryan Kemp, César Vargas, U.S. Chief External Affairs Officer,
Anheuser-Busch and Dixon.

When Dixon was interviewing at the Red Cross, she found the hiring
manager was a Georgia Southern graduate, too.
“He saw that I was a fit for the Red Cross but it was the ‘Southern’
connection that sealed the deal,” admitted Dixon. “My Georgia Southern
degree has served as a tiebreaker when competing for a new position
and hands-down makes you more marketable.”
When she isn’t working, Dixon likes to cook and travel with her
husband Kennedy (‘88) and her two college graduate daughters,
Kyra and Kayla. But her favorite hobby is karaoke. She even has her
own machine.
“My family does not appreciate karaoke like I do,” Dixon says with
a laugh.
Dixon’s love for all things Georgia Southern is obvious and the
University has made a meaningful impact on her life and career.
“There is a lot of pride being a Georgia Southern graduate,”
said Dixon.
When asked what one thing people should know about her, Dixon
answers quickly.
“I think life is a mentorship. I love helping people, especially young
women. And I think that because someone helped me and modeled
what success is, that's why I’ve come as far as I have.” — Liz Walker
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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CHRONICLES
Dan Cathy (’75), chairman of the Chick-fil-A board, will be inducted
as a Georgia Trustee by the Georgia Historical Society and Gov. Brian
Kemp at a spring gala in Savannah. The honor recognizes Georgians
whose accomplishments and community service reflect the highest
ideals of the founding body of the Georgia Trustees. It is the highest
honor the state of Georgia can confer.
Dave German (’85) has been appointed vice president and general
manager for KMTV, a CBS affiliate in Omaha, Nebraska. The Savannah
native began his 36-year broadcasting career in the engineering
department.
Lt. Gen. Leslie Smith (’85) retired after 38 years of distinguished
service in the U.S. Army. He served in several command and staff
positions during his long military career. He deployed to the Middle
East for Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm, and to Iraq
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. He last served as the 66th Inspector
General of the Army. Upon completion of his military service, Smith
was named to the W.E. Carter Chair in Leadership and Business
in the Georgia Southern University Parker College of Business.
The endowed position was created to support a faculty member
of extraordinary accomplishment and ability, and with a strong

Become a member of the

How: By making a minimum annual gift of $1200
Why: Gifts help the University provide
resources that the state cannot
When: Give now for your gift to be counted
each Fiscal Year calendar
Show our students that you are
Ready to help them succeed!
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/Give

Pictured are (L to R): Lt. Gen. Leslie Smith and Alan Amason, Ph.D.,
dean of the Parker College of Business

commitment to teaching, lifelong learning, regional and economic
development, and to positively impact the region served by Georgia
Southern University.

A GIFT FOR THE FUTURE OF
GEORGIA SOUTHERN
As our students prepare for their futures,
you can stand alongside them.
Many Georgia Southern alumni and supporters
create legacy gifts in their will to carry on the
tradition of our university and give the same
opportunities to future generations of Eagles.
To help you get started, we invite you to use
FreeWill: an online estate planning tool that can
be paired with an attorney. It takes 20 minutes or
less and is cost-free to create your plan, and your
legacy with Georgia Southern.
FreeWill.com/GeorgiaSouthern
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CHRONICLES
Jason Leonard (’95) has been promoted to executive vice president
for Performance Foodservice - Atlanta. He recently participated in
an executive development program at Darden School of Business in
Virginia.

Audrey Gregory (’99,’01) has been named president/CEO for
AdventHealth in Flagler, Lake and Volusia counties in Florida. Most
recently, Gregory served as the group chief executive officer for
Detroit Medical Center.

Benjamin (Ben) Sides (’95) has been named by CAREERS and the
disABLED magazine a 2021 Employee of the Year for his professional
and advocacy efforts on behalf of people with disabilities in the
workplace and the community. The Diplomatic Security Service
Supervisory Special Agent became disabled after losing his right leg
above the knee after being struck by a truck in Madagascar in 2003.
After hospitalizations, rehabilitation and months of physical therapy
with a prosthetic leg, he continued as a special agent and was able
to maintain his career and resume special agent duties. Sides’ most
recent assignment was with the U.S. Embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan.

Scott Scheidt (’03) has joined Savannah-based Seimitsu Corporation
as the chief security officer. He is responsible for promoting positive
security behaviors and work practices in risk management and
mitigation, physical security, and cybersecurity for the company that
specializes in IT services and high-speed broadband fiber.

Brian Johnston (’95) has been promoted to Special Agent in Charge
of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation’s Child Exploitation and
Computer Crimes Unit. In his new role, Johnston is responsible for the
supervision of the staff assigned to the statewide unit that conducts
investigations involving child exploitation, which includes child
pornography, child sex trafficking and the forensic examination of
electronic devices.

Brandon O’Ree (’20) has joined the Terraces at Peachtree Hills Place
as executive director for assisted living and memory care. O’Ree is
responsible for daily operations, including management, staffing and
regulatory compliance of the 85-home Atlanta retirement community
that encompasses four levels of person-centered care.

SOUTHERN
ROYALE

LIVE AT THE BENZ
with Alumni & Friends
Friday, February 25, 2022
Mercedes Benz Stadium
Atlanta, Georgia

Hayley Connor (’15) is a two-time Emmy-winning television news
producer. She won her second Emmy with KPIX in San Francisco for
her work producing coverage on the Vacaville wildfires in the category
“Outstanding Newscast Daytime- Large Market.”

Alumni
Awards
Nominate deserving alumni
for our upcoming
Alumni and Alumni Business Awards!
Nominations open now through
January 31, 2022
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/AlumniAwards

GeorgiaSouthern.edu/alumni/SouthernRoyale

G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E

53

ALUMNI & FRIENDS

HOMECOMING 2021 WAS
OUT OF THIS WORLD

Georgia Southern celebrated its NASA-affiliated alumni with Homecoming 2021: Eagles in Outer Space.
In addition to alumni mixers and networking events, homecoming featured a NASA career panel with Jim Kennedy ('77), former director,
Kennedy Space Center; Bob Pound ('67), former chief of test operations, Kennedy Space Center; and Andy Warren ('87), manager, SLS Cross
Program Integration, Marshall Space Flight Center — all of whom were also special guests in the Homecoming Parade.
Students also enjoyed a wide variety of events, and participated in fundraisers and competitions to help their peers. Student organizations on
the Statesboro and Armstrong campuses raised more than $6,300 for the Eagles for Eagles fund, which provides resources for students in need,
and they collected 8,301 canned goods for the Eagle Essentials Food Pantry and the Statesboro Food Bank.

Photos by Jonathan Chick
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STAY CONNECTED
with the Eagle Nation
UPDATE your
contact information
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/alumni

FOLLOW us
G @GeorgiaSouthernUniversityAlumni
Ö @GASouthernAlums
e @gsalumni
k Georgia Southern University Alumni Network
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INVESTING IN STUDENTS
Retired Professor Fulfills
Lifelong Dream to Create
Lasting Legacy

Professor Emeritus James Darrell devoted his
entire professional career to Georgia Southern
University. From 1970 until 2006, he was a
popular figure in the Department of Geology
and Geography. Although he has been retired
for 15 years, he remains one of the University’s
strongest supporters.
“Georgia Southern has been my life,” he
said. “I met my wife here and it was her life
as well. I met her in the hallway of the Herty
Building, and we were married for 41 years.”
Now, Darrell plans to honor his late wife
while helping Georgia Southern students
pursue their dreams. Professor Emerita Susan
Darrell was a Georgia Southern alumna. She
taught high school home economics for seven
years before returning to her alma mater to
join the home economics faculty. Throughout
her career, she touched the lives of many
students and provided them with the tools
and knowledge they needed to build strong
relationships and families. When she passed in
2020, her husband wanted to ensure that their
shared love for Georgia Southern would live
on to the benefit of generations of students.
He committed to a hybrid of gift giving that not
only ensures their legacy but also will make a
significant difference in the lives of students
and the Georgia Southern community. His
initial gift of a $60,000 van is already making
an impact in the department where he taught
thousands of students. Faculty and students
are using the vehicle for research and projects
in the Coastal Plain, to travel to conferences
and seminars and for other educational
experiences.
Darrell said he wanted to make the gifts,
“because I love the department and I had the
resources to do something that I had always
wanted to do. My whole mission at Georgia
Southern was what can I do to impact students.
Now they have a van, so they don’t have to
scrounge around for a vehicle when they go on
field trips. They have their own.”
During his career, Darrell cultivated strong
connections with his students and with his
colleagues. Always willing to take on one
more class and one more challenge, he was
critical to the ongoing development of the
department and was present for the “birth”
of the University Museum. In support of his
colleagues, Georgia Southern Professors
Richard Petkewich and Gale Bishop, Darrell
led geology majors through several key
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projects that advanced the study of geology at Georgia Southern. He played a critical role in
delivering educational programming for schoolchildren from across the region. He was often
willing to pitch in to help his colleagues, whether that meant shouldering additional courses or
co-delivering curriculum for education majors. At one point, he teamed up with a colleague in
the College of Education to teach middle grade science methods. Through it all, his central focus
as a classroom teacher was always on his students, always remembering their names, providing
them with personalized attention and continuing relationships long after their graduation. He
recalled a student that took three of his courses. In the environmental geology course, they
discussed hurricanes.Seven years later when Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, that student
contacted him.
He explained, “I got an email from her that said, ‘Dr. D. this is Deb. I remember you saying it
was not a matter of if a hurricane was going to hit the coastal area, it was a matter of when.This
is the when.’ When you ask, what kind of impact did I have on my students? How would you
describe that? For me, I was on cloud nine that she remembered the lecture and took the time for
that email.”
Darrell’s impact will also be felt in other ways at Georgia Southern. His planned gift of 75% of
his estate will be split between the Georgia Southern Museum and the Botanic Garden. It will also
endow the Jim and Susan Darrell Environmental Sciences Scholarship for geology students.
“Georgia Southern is in my blood,” he said. “Primarily, there are two guys that are still there
that I worked with (Professors Kelly Vance and James Reichard) and I respect them, and I want
to make sure that that department thrives and continues because I firmly believe in science and I
firmly believe in their mission.”

(Above left): Dr. Darrell
returned to campus during
Homecoming Week when the
Department of Geology and
Geography held its annual
alumni breakfast. During
the event, the department
announced his gifts to the
department.
(Above): Dr. Darrell holds a
photo that shows him working in
the field while he was on faculty.
It will hang in the Herty Building
along with other honored retired
faculty.
From left to right are College of Science and Mathematics Dean
Delana Gajdosik-Nivens, retired Professor Jim Darrell and Professors
Jacque Kelly and Kelly Vance. Darrell donated a $60,000 van to the
Department of Geology and Geography.

INVESTING IN
THE FUTURE

Georgia Southern Helps Alumnus Find his
Pathway to Success

Tim Wilkerson (‘91) loved playing football under legendary coach
Erk Russell. The defensive back joined the Eagles in the late ‘80s
and graduated with a Bachelor of Business Administration degree
in management. For the last 25 years, he has worked at The Home
Depot where he is the senior vice president of home services. An
only child, Wilkerson says he is grateful for the role his mother and
the football legend played in shaping his character and leadership
abilities. He has stayed connected to his alma mater as a generous
supporter of Eagle athletics, the Parker College of Business and as
a member of the Athletic Foundation Board. In a discussion with
Georgia Southern magazine, Wilkerson talked about Erk Russell, his
career and Georgia Southern.
GSM: You came to Georgia Southern to play football, but what
inspired you to attend college in the first place?
Wilkerson: My parents did not attend college. I attended college
because I thought that was the best option for me to be successful
in life. I thought it was the best path that I could take to improve my
situation and my mom’s.
GSM: What did Coach Erk Russell mean to you?
Wilkerson: Erk was one of the best leaders that I have ever had
the privilege of knowing. His ability to interact and connect with
the players was absolutely amazing. To put it in perspective, when
I graduated from Georgia Southern, I went to work for Walmart
and I was a sort of team lead with about 35 people reporting to
me. It was my first time ever leading people so all I knew was what
I learned from Erk and how he led our football team. So, for the
first several years of my career, my management style emulated his
coaching style.
GSM: What does Georgia Southern mean to you?
Wilkerson: I wouldn’t be where I am in my career without my Georgia
Southern education. I have worked in retail my entire career and
what I learned in my management classes and what I learned from
my professors are things that I apply every day in business. And I
could go on and on about my experiences in football. The level of
excellence and the standard that was set on our football team were
unparalleled. When I was at Georgia Southern, we never lost a home
football game and that was a sense of pride that Erk established
there. There’s the social aspect as well. Sometimes, people don’t
realize how important it is to be able to network and connect with
people, and build relationships and meet new people and establish
common ground. Those are things you pick up walking on the
grounds of Georgia Southern.
GSM: You are an active supporter of the University, why is it
important for you to give back to Georgia Southern financially?
Wilkerson: It is a way for me to show my gratitude and thanks for
Georgia Southern and acknowledge the impact that it has made in
my life. I also want to try to create a path that makes it easier for
the students there. I want the school to be prosperous, to continue
to advance, and continue to have a positive impact on students’
lives. To do that, Georgia Southern needs funding to grow. I’ve had

the opportunity to listen to President Kyle Marrero who laid out his
vision and strategy for the school over the next three to five years
and I’m fully on board with it. I also applaud Dr. Marrero and the
staff for the progress they’ve made in diversity. There are things that
they say they’re going to do and they actually get them done. They
hold people accountable. So I’ve been pleased with the progress that
I’ve seen and will continue to contribute.
GSM: So what would you like both your personal and professional
legacies to be?
Wilkerson: I think about that a lot. I want to make a difference. My
journey, you know, I’m a statistic, right? Raised by a single mom and
raised in poverty. To be where I am in life now is just a blessing and
a testament to what can happen regardless of where a person started
if they have the right opportunities and the right guidance. So, my
focus through Georgia Southern and other nonprofit organizations in
which I’m a member is helping at-risk youth and students to get an
opportunity that they may not have otherwise.
GSM: Looking back over your career, what are some of the lessons
that you have learned along the way?
Wilkerson: The biggest lesson that I’ve learned along the way is not
to be afraid of success. It is not something that is rare but is actually
achievable. Do not be afraid of it.
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SUPPORT

1906 SOCIETY EVENT
On Friday, Nov. 19, nearly 400 members of the 1906 Society braved the chilly weather and
gathered on Sweetheart Circle for the annual 1906 Society Event, hosted by the Georgia
Southern Foundation.
Under beautifully lit tents and surrounded by Christmas lights, society members
reconnected and enjoyed food and cocktails while they danced to the music of Yacht Rock
Schooner.
Membership into the 1906 Annual Giving Society is based on annual gifts of $1,200
or more made during the fiscal year July 1 – June 30. These gifts support varying needs
on campus ranging from student scholarships to cultural activities to centers and support
services.
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SCHOLARSHIP
BRUNCH BRINGS
STUDENTS
AND DONORS
TOGETHER
On Saturday, Nov. 6, Georgia Southern
hosted the annual Scholarship Brunch
at Bishop Alumni Center, where 80
scholarship recipients and donors met
together over a meal.
Georgia Southern students Makenzi
Thomas and Katie McIntosh delivered
messages of gratitude on behalf of the
students in attendance.
The event was Thomas’ third time
speaking at the event. The junior
mechanical engineering major is an out-ofstate scholarship recipient from Charlotte,
North Carolina.
“Receiving a scholarship is knowing that
somebody out in the world believes in you
enough to support you in your endeavors
towards your goals which is motivation
enough for me to keep going,” she said.
“I’d have to say that scholarships are the
most generous form of investment because
you may never see how your investment
turned out.
“With that being said, on behalf of every
scholarship receiving student I want to
thank each and every one of you all for
believing in us and being an integral part of
our successful college journey. Thank you.”
Georgia Southern President Kyle Marrero
closed the event with a message of thanks to
the donors in attendance.
“Student success is at the center of all
that we do, and I’m so thankful for your
support of that mission,” he said. “Your
generosity ensures that we can continue
to prepare students to be ready for
world-class training opportunities and
find inspiring, successful careers here in
southeast Georgia and beyond. Thank you
for giving to Georgia Southern.”
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1940s

the community, a member
of many Savannah
civic organizations.

Dean Dunwody Tunno
(’49) of Sandy Springs,
Georgia, died July 12,
2020, at age 90. During
the Korean War, he
enlisted in the U.S. Navy
and trained as a fighter
pilot. He flew peacetime
missions in the Atlantic
and the Mediterranean,
then joined Delta Air
Lines after completing
his military service.
He rose to the rank of
international captain
flying the big jets to
Europe and retired after
34 years of service.

1950s
Elbert Dent Newton
(’56) of Brooklet, Georgia,
died June 4, 2021, in
hospice care after a long
illness. He served in the
Air National Guard for
several years and later
owned a Ford tractor
dealership in Statesboro.
In retirement, he enjoyed
farming and hunting.

Peggy Worrell Murphy
(’49,’77) of Savannah
died June 22, 2021,
in the hospital at age
91. She worked for the
Chatham County Public
School System for more
than two decades and
was one of the first two
assistant principals in
the Chatham County
elementary schools.
John "Bob" Paddison
(’48) of Savannah died
at home surrounded
by family Aug. 1, 2021,
two days after his 98th
birthday. He enlisted in
the U.S. Air Force during
World War II and served
as a pilot. He landed in
Europe the day the war
ended and served in
Germany for 18 months
aiding in the post-war
recovery. He later entered
the banking industry and
retired as a bank vice
president. In retirement,
he ran a photography
program for 23 years as a
volunteer middle school
teacher. He was active in
60
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Edward Wise Jr. (’55)
of Commerce, Georgia,
died July 4, 2021. The
talented carpenter and
furniture builder taught
industrial arts for more
than 30 years.
Joan Wilcher Iddins (’57)
of Doraville, Georgia,
died July 13, 2021, of
natural causes. She
retired after a 30-year
career teaching first
grade in Dekalb County.
Laura Hart Mikell (’51) of
Statesboro died July 21,
2021, in hospice care at
age 97. She was a teacher
for more than 39 years,
serving 31 of those years
at Stilson Elementary.
Gwendolyn Williams
Olliff (’53) of Statesboro
died at home Aug. 1,
2021, under hospice
care. She retired from the
Bulloch County Board of
Education after a 29-year
teaching career.
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James Fields (’56) of
Memphis, Tennessee,
passed away Sept. 19,
2021. He served as a
naval aviator during
the Korean War and
had a 35-year career in
management at Sears.
Rev. Edward Potts (’55)
of Register, Georgia, died
at home in hospice care
Oct. 29, 2021. He played
baseball at Georgia
Southern and was the
starting shortstop. During
his 30-year career in
public education, he
served as a teacher,
coach and principal in
schools in Evans, Glynn
and Bulloch counties. He
was principal of Nevils
Elementary for 13 years
and after retiring from
the public school system
he was headmaster for
Robert Toombs Christian
Academy and for David
Emmanuel Academy.
1960s
Joseph Braxton Smith
(’61) of Atlanta died at
home on April 28, 2020.
He was a Savannah
High School All-City
quarterback in 1958.
After college, Smith and
his business partner
founded the accounting
firm of Smith & Howard
in Atlanta in 1971 that still
thrives today.
Leroy John Delionbach
(’65,’71) died
unexpectedly Sept. 8,
2020, in Aiken, South
Carolina. The U.S. Army
and National Guard
veteran found his calling
teaching and advising

at Aiken Technical
College. He later became
a constable and was an
expert marksman trained
in hostage negotiation.
Elaine Walden Osburn
(’64,’89) died peacefully
at home in Keller, Texas,
on May 28, 2021, after a
short illness. An educator,
administrator, TV show
host, realtor and most
importantly wife, mother
and grandmother, she
was loved unconditionally
by all.
Malon "Al" Allison Jones
(’65) died at home in
Warner Robins, Georgia,
June 12, 2021. The
Army Reserve veteran
was a teacher, football
and women's basketball
coach in Warner Robins
and then Middle Georgia
College in Cochran,
Georgia. Later, he
provided natural gas
services to customers
across the country.
Ronnie L. Rush (’61)
of Savannah passed
away July 1, 2021, at
St. Joseph's Hospital.
A Georgia Southern
basketball player, he
was honored as the
Outstanding Educator
of the Year by the
Letterman's Club and
was a 1991 inductee into
the Greater Savannah
Athletics Hall of Fame. He
had a distinguished 30year career as a teacher,
coach and administrator.
Virginia Mobley Braxton
(’63,’64) died July 6, 2021,
at Crisp Regional Hospital
in Cordele, Georgia. A
high school All-State

Basketball player, she
was an assistant professor
of physical education at
the University of North
Carolina at Wilmington
and retired from Akin
Insurance in Cordele.
JoAnn Lewallen Calhoun
(’60,’90) died at her
daughter’s home July 14,
2021, in Cairo, Georgia,
after a short battle with
cancer. She was proud to
be a teacher and media
specialist in several
school districts across
the state.
F. Taylor Noggle Jr. (’68)
of Auburn, Alabama,
died July 16, 2021, after a
brief bout with pancreatic
cancer. An Army veteran,
he later joined the
Alabama Department
of Forensics Sciences
(ADFS), where he was
appointed director and
went on to have a 35-year
long career. In 2012, the
Alabama Legislature
named the laboratory of
the ADFS the F. Taylor
Noggle, Jr. Laboratory in
his honor.
Norman Lee Stripling
(’65) of Hinesville,
Georgia, died July 22,
2021, in hospice care. He
was assistant principal
and coach at Fort Stewart
(Georgia) Elementary
School. Later, he served
for 30 years as chief
probation officer for the
Atlantic Judicial Circuit.
Gregory Durrence (’69) of
Sylvania, Georgia, passed
away Aug. 4, 2021, at
his home surrounded
by family. He worked
for Georgia Power and
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Southern Company for 25
years and was among the
first reactor operators at
Plant Vogtle.
Dewey Franklyn Wright
(’62) of Eastman,
Georgia, passed away
Aug. 11, 2021 due to
injuries he received from
an automobile accident.
He was a loving
husband, proud father
and grandfather.
Carol Kinard Pickens
(’62) of St. Simons Island,
Georgia, passed away
Aug. 16, 2021. She was
an educator for many
years and her most prized
field trip was taking
her gifted students to
Cumberland Island.
Gerald Ralph Mills (’67)
of Portsmouth, Virginia,
passed away Aug. 17,
2021. After serving in the
Army, he spent the next
30-plus years working in
retail management. After
retirement, he pursued
his true passion — golf.
Daisy Sheral Todd Crump
(’69) of Vidalia, Georgia,
passed away Aug. 25,
2021, at Community
Hospice in Vidalia. She
retired after 30 years of
teaching kindergarten
and first grade for the
Jeff Davis County Board
of Education.
Charles Howard Elmore
Sr. (’61,’61) of Millen,
Georgia, died Aug. 25,
2021 at home. A teacher
for 30 years, after
retirement he served
on the Jenkins County
Board of Education,

Jenkins County Board of
Equalization and Jenkins
County Hospital Board.

1970s

James Stewart Orr
(’66) of St. Simons Island,
Georgia, passed away
peacefully Sept. 4, 2021,
after a valiant fight with
cardiac and kidney disease.
He was in the education
field for 37 years.

Angela Lynn Alexander
(’74,’74,’82) of Collins,
Georgia, passed away
Feb. 21, 2021, at her
home. She served in
education for over
32 years, primarily in
special education and
touched the lives of many
throughout her career.

Billy Terrance “Terry”
Grooms (’65) of Folkston,
Georgia, passed away
peacefully Sept. 7, 2021,
at Memorial Hospital
in Jacksonville, Florida.
The former coach and
educator retired from
East Coast Concrete.

John Lanier (’72) of
Warner Robins, Georgia,
died June 1, 2021,
following a long battle
with Alzheimer's disease.
A U.S. Army pilot, the
decorated Vietnam War
veteran ended his career
as a flight instructor.

Jackie Davis (’66) died
at home on St. Simons
Island, Georgia, Sept. 12,
2021, from complications
of dementia. A former
educator, she volunteered
as a hospital “pink lady”
in Tallahassee, Florida,
for 35 years.

Dr. Michael Roden Leddy
(’74) of Port Orange,
Florida, died peacefully
while surrounded by
his family on June 16,
2021, following a brief
battle with cancer. The
decorated Army captain
went on to become
a physician.

Carolyn Holland Lifsey
(’61) of Lancaster, South
Carolina, died Oct. 5,
2021. She taught school
in many locations, both
in the U.S. and abroad,
the last being Lancaster,
where she retired.
Hugh Hagin (’69) of
Statesboro died Nov.
1, 2021, at age 86. He
worked for Rockwell
International for several
years and then at
Georgia Southern in
Plant Operations as
an engineer until his
retirement. He was a
skilled worker and could
fix almost anything.

Donald Thomson Golden
Sr. (’70) of Savannah
passed away July 11,
2021, at home after an
extended illness. He was
a longtime realtor and
broker in Savannah and
was named Realtor of the
Year in 2012.
Nelson Mangum (’71) of
Buford, Georgia, died July
19, 2021, after a battle
with multiple myeloma.
He served in the U.S. Air
Force and had an awardwinning career in the
automobile industry.

Jerry Philip Blanks
(’70) passed away due to
complications following
a stroke on Aug. 10,
2021, near his home in
Jacksonville, Florida.
He was an avid golfer
and fisherman.
Grace Darwin Martin
(’78) of Calhoun,
Georgia, passed away
Aug. 11, 2021, while on
a trip to the Dominican
Republic. Throughout
her career as a licensed
clinical social worker
she was committed to
helping others.
Wyatt Keene (’78) of
Macon, Georgia, died
Aug. 17, 2021. The
businessman loved
Braves baseball, trivia
and sharing stories with
anyone he met.
Mendal Szlamowicz
(’70) of Schenectady,
New York, died Aug. 31,
2021, at Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center
in New York City. He was
employed by the U.S.
Postal Service for 38 years.
Retired Colonel James
L. Merchant II (’73),
of Daniel Island, South
Carolina, passed away
peacefully at home on
Sept. 20, 2021, after
a lengthy illness. The
Vietnam War veteran
logged over 950 hours
of combat missions as
a UH-1 Huey and later
AH-1G Cobra pilot. He
retired from the Army in
1986 and was passionate
about golf.

Richard Van Atta (’78)
of Warner Robins,
Georgia, lost his battle
with COVID-19 Sept. 22,
2021. He was a brother of
Sigma Pi Fraternity and
had a passion for singing,
traveling, camping and
playing golf.
Suzan Coleman Laircey
(’74) of Statesboro died
peacefully Oct. 21, 2021.
The lifelong resident of
Bulloch County worked
alongside her husband in
the family business until
she retired.
Virgil Mincey Jr. (’75)
of Statesboro was
surrounded by family
when he died Oct. 6,
2021. He served his
country as a veteran
of the U.S. Navy and
the Naval Reserves. He
became a probation and
parole officer and also
worked as a life and
health insurance agent,
credit manager and
collections officer
before retirement.
William "Bill" Fraker
(’70), a retired U.S. Army
colonel of Chattanooga,
Tennessee, passed away
Nov. 7, 2021. He served
tours of duty in Germany,
Vietnam and a year in
Iran. He was inducted
twice into the U.S. Army
Field Artillery OCS Hall
of Fame.
Jeffrey Collins (’79)
died Nov. 8, 2021, at
his home in Mt. Airy,
Georgia. He retired as a
health inspector for the
state of Georgia.
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Rev. Earl Saxon (’71) of
Keysville, Georgia, passed
away Nov. 8, 2021. During
his lifetime, he served as
pastor of several churches
and retired from Hebron
Baptist Church in Burke
County, Georgia.
1980s
Catherine Elaine Lewis
(’88, ’04) of Claxton,
Georgia, passed away
July 31, 2021, following
an extended illness.
An elementary school
educator, she retired from
teaching after 31 years.
Isabelle "Bess'' Brown
Wolfes (’89) of Darien,
Georgia, died at home on
Aug. 4, 2021. She worked
as the customer service
manager of the local
telephone company.
Myrtis Halstead
Akins (’86) died Aug.
13, 2021, at home in
Statesboro. She had a
30-year career with the
University of Georgia
Extension Service,
frequently honored for
her community service.
She received the Grace
Frysinger Award, the
D.W. Brooks Award
for Excellence (the
highest honor given to
University of Georgia
extension agents), the
Deen Day Smith Service
to Mankind Award and
the 1991 Woman of
Achievement from the
Statesboro Business &
Professional Women
.
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Nellie Ayn HatchellGriffin (’83) of Savannah
died Aug. 22, 2021, with
her family by her side. The
U.S. Army veteran had a
long career in nursing.
Patricia Dawson
Bartholomew (’86) of
Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina, passed away
Aug. 25, 2021. She
taught in the public
school system for more
than 25 years.
Steven William
Champion (’80,’81) of
Statesboro passed away
Sept. 11, 2021, at home.
He was a volunteer
firefighter with the
Bulloch County Fire
Department, Station 3.
Marian Columbus
Lawson (’80) of
Monticello, Georgia,
died Sept. 12, 2021. As
a first generation college
student, she was the first
black woman to graduate
from Georgia Southern
with a degree in building
and construction and was
a proud member of the
First 500.
Marjorie Pitman
Varnadoe (’80,’91,’97)
of St. Simons, Georgia,
died unexpectedly Sept.
25, 2021. Majorie and
her husband Don were
identified as two of the
victims killed when an
Amtrak train derailed in
rural Montana. She was
a retired teacher and
administrator from the
Glynn County Public
School System.
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Jesse Allen Kicklighter
(’82,’83,’85,’04) of
Colquitt, Georgia, died
Oct. 16, 2021, after a
long illness. The U.S. Air
Force veteran retired as
superintendent of Miller
County Schools and
formerly held positions
with Burke County
Schools and Jefferson
County Schools.
1990s
DaNell Coopman Moore
(’94) of Pooler, Georgia,
died June 14, 2021.She
was an experienced nurse
and spent the majority
of her career teaching
future nurses throughout
southeast Georgia,
including Armstrong State
and Georgia Southern.
David Bryan Sisk (’97)
of Rome, Georgia, died
on June 30, 2021, after a
lengthy illness. Every day
was an adventure with
him and you could expect
a million laughs.
Doris Cooper (’94,’07)
passed away on Aug. 1,
2021, at her home in
Statesboro. Her career
was with the health
department of Statesboro.
She was an epidemiologist/
nurse, retiring after 30plus years.
Dawana Griner Gibbs
(’91,’95) of Brunswick,
Georgia, died Sept. 7,
2021. A mentor to many,
she was an associate
professor of nursing
at College of Coastal
Georgia, where she was
the recipient of the Albert
Crews Service Award, the

Advisor of the Year Award
and the Outstanding
Faculty Member in
Service Learning Award.

in Statesboro. She was a
special education teacher
for more than 25 years.

M. Carol Lockwood Dean
(’97) died Sept. 8, 2021,
at East Georgia Regional
Medical Center in
Statesboro, Georgia. She
was a member of the Beta
Sigma Phi sorority, and
a prize-winning needle
artist who crocheted caps
for missionaries to give to
babies in Africa.

2000s

Michael Thomas Newell
(’94) of Statesboro passed
away Sept. 8, 2021. The
Savannah native was a
teacher for many years,
and in retirement worked
as a substitute teacher
for the Bulloch County
School System.
Deborah Louise Wallace
(’92), of Statesboro
passed away Sept. 17,
2021, at East Georgia
Regional Medical Center
after a brief illness. Being
a nurse brought her a
sense of fulfillment and
was one of her greatest
accomplishments.
Richard Todd West
(’92) of Edison, Georgia,
passed away on Sept. 27,
2021, from injuries he
received in an automobile
accident. He was an
educator and coach for
Pataula Charter Academy
in Edison and an Air
Force Veteran.
Lisa Adams (’97) of
Pembroke, Georgia, died
Oct. 10, 2021, at East
Georgia Medical Center

Catherine "Cat"
Hartman (’11) of Camp
Hill, Pennsylvania,
passed away suddenly
on June 26, 2021. She
first was a conservation
horticulturist in Atlanta
and later, becoming a
nurse. At the time of
her death, she was a
traveling nurse in
York, Pennsylvania.
Jaelin Rashad Hakim
(’21) of Marietta, Georgia,
passed away June 27,
2021. A skilled athlete
and self-taught barber,
he had just started his
career as a mechanical
quality engineer in Sandy
Springs, Georgia.
Bonnie Leonard White
(’11) of Statesboro passed
away Aug. 3, 2021.
She touched the lives
of many people and
worked in intermodal
transportation.
Torrence Burgess (’01) of
Savannah died Aug. 5,
2021, after a short illness.
He was a dedicated teacher
at Andrea B. Williams
Elementary School.
Jimmy Mitchell Akridge
(’19) of Statesboro passed
away Aug. 17, 2021, at his
home following a brief
illness. He had many
accomplishments as an
accountant in Statesboro.
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Penny Gary (’04,’09)
of Statesboro passed
away Aug. 29, 2021, at
East Georgia Regional
Medical Center. She
was employed by the
Bulloch County Board of
Education as a teacher for
17 years.
Tiffany Ann Medlin
Moss (’02,’04,’11) of Mt.
Airy, Georgia, passed
away suddenly on
Sept. 1, 2021. The early
childhood educator was a
Headstart/Pre-K teacher.
Atiya Nuri Harris (’21)
of Hephzibah, Georgia,
passed away at Augusta
University on Sept. 9,
2021, following a fatal
car accident. She was a
runway fashion model.
Michael Scott Howard
(’09) of Blackshear,
Georgia, passed away
Sept. 10, 2021, following
an extended illness.
He was employed as a
probation officer with the
State of Georgia.
Federico “Rico” Alberto
Foster (’14) of Savannah,
a high school band
director at Savannah Arts
Academy and instructor
for Savannah Music
Festival Jazz Academy,
died Sept. 14, 2021. He
was named Savannah’s
WTOC television's Top
Teacher in 2019 and
was adored by students
and parents alike for his
ability to instill a love of
music in children.
Angel Huff Alston (’02),
of Statesboro passed
away peacefully on Sept.
28, 2021, at East Georgia

Regional Medical Center
after a brief illness.
She was employed by a
Statesboro auto dealer.
EAGLE NATION
Jeff McClanahan of
Atlanta passed away July
1, 2021. The member of
Kappa Sigma Fraternity
at Georgia Southern is
remembered by his many
college friends. Last
February, he informed
friends that he had been
diagnosed with ALS or
Lou Gehrig’s disease and
died about four months
after the diagnosis.
Patricia Ann Finn Saseen
of Savannah died July
11, 2021, after a long
fight with Parkinson's
disease. Her primary
professional experience
was with the University
System of Georgia where
she served as director
of the Foreign Language
and Culture Center,
the Coastal Georgia
Center and as a regional
development specialist,
helping to fund and
frame the University
Honors Program. She
retired from Georgia
Southern University
in 2004. Active in the
Savannah community,
she served as president
of Coastal Georgia,
chaired three terms
for Chatham County
Hospital Authority,
president for three
terms for Parent & Child
Development Services,
president of Chatham
Commerce Club and was
a member of many
other organizations.

Professor Emeritus
Tom Paul of Statesboro
died at home Aug. 29,
2021. The U.S. Army
veteran served in an
artillery unit during the
Korean War. The physical
education professor and
head emeritus of the
Department of Sport
Science and Physical
Education retired in
1991. In retirement, he
enjoyed wood-turning
and carving.
Professor Emerita Mary
Hazeldine of Statesboro
died peacefully Sept. 8,
2021, after a battle with
Alzheimer’s disease.
She joined the faculty
at Georgia Southern in
1995 as a professor and
head of the Department
of Marketing. From
2000–2006, she served
as professor of marketing
for the Department
of Management and
Marketing. She served
four years as the
associate dean of the
College of Business
Administration and when
she retired in 2015,
she was a professor
of marketing for the
Department of Marketing
and Logistics. She
created the Giacomo
Family Memorial
Scholarship through
the Georgia Southern
University Foundation to
honor her mother.
Professor Camille
Françoise Rogers (’06) of
Statesboro died Sept. 25,
2021, after a long battle
with ovarian cancer.
A military brat, she
graduated from Frankfurt

American High School
in Frankfurt, Germany,
then joined the U.S. Air
Force and served her
country while earning her
undergraduate degree.
During her 27 years as
a professor at Georgia
Southern, she found a
passion for her work and
teaching and dedicated
herself to furthering
her department, the
university and the lives
of her students. The
associate professor of
information systems
was a True Blue Georgia
Southern football fan and
attended every Georgia
Southern football game
she could, even while
undergoing surgery and
treatment for her cancer.
Professor Emeritus John
Humma of Statesboro
died Nov. 2, 2021, ending
a 13-year battle with
Parkinson’s and Lewy
body disease. He was a
professor of literature at
Georgia Southern from
1969 until 2006. He was
a recipient of both the
University's Excellence
in Research Award and
the Ruffin Cup, which
recognizes the highest
achievement in teaching,
scholarship and service
in the College of Arts
and Humanities. He
also taught in the Bell
Honors Program from
its beginning in 1982
until he retired. He also
served as the director of
graduate studies in the
literature program where
he mentored graduate
students and was their
thesis advisor. He also
established the Cinema

Arts Series in 1983,
which provided weekly
screenings of films by
international artists as
well as unconventional
American films.
Professor Emeritus
Arvard O. Vogel of
Statesboro passed away
Dec. 5, 2021. During
his military service in
the U.S. Air Force, he
worked as a pressman
printing propaganda and
military warfare tactic
manuals. He served
assignments in Korea and
in England. He joined
the faculty at Georgia
Southern University in
1967 to teach graphic
arts. He developed and
organized the printing
management program
and authored five books
and 143 articles for
major publications.
The die-hard Eagle fan
retired as Professor
Emeritus of Graphic Arts
Technology and Printing
Management.
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encouraged.
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P.O. Box 8055
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magazine@georgiasouthern.edu
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magazine@georgiasouthern.edu
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for Alumni and Friends of
Georgia Southern University
by the Office of University
Communications and
Marketing.

Georgia Southern
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ROLLING OVER A LOST
TRADITION
Georgia Southern has a rich history of unique traditions
in athletics. In basketball's early days, the fans in Hanner
Fieldhouse would pack out the first home game of the season
and throw rolls of toilet paper onto the court after the first
Eagles basket. It was a yearly tradition until the early '90s when
the NCAA finally stepped in and put a stop to it. In the last
couple of years, however, fans have been trying to revive the
tradition, and in the Eagles' first home game against Bob Jones
on Nov. 17, they were on a roll...so to speak.
Photos by AJ Henderson.
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TO SOAR
Become a double eagle when you earn a graduate
degree from Georgia Southern University. Armstrong
and Georgia Southern alumni are eligible.
The DOUBLE EAGLE Society is a joint initiative between the Jack N.
Averitt College of Graduate Studies and the Georgia Southern University
Alumni Association. This initiative was created to recognize our alumni
who have earned two or more degrees — one undergraduate and one
graduate or two graduate — from Georgia Southern.
Double Eagles enjoy:
• Career advancement opportunities that come with earning a
graduate degree
• Recognition at commencement ceremonies
• A recognition pin to display your achievement and loyalty
• Invitations to elite alumni networking and entertainment events

Apply now!
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/gradadmissions
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